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1 Update of the “Description file of the phenomenon “gjakmarrje” for the awareness of the Albanian 
Parliament members in relation to the crime rate in Albania”, delivered in October 2013. 

2 Operazione Colomba (www.operazionecolomba.it; http://www.apg23.org/ ) engages in civilian 
nonviolent peacekeeping, peacemaking and peacebuilding activities in armed conflict areas since 
20 years (Israel/Palestine, Colombia, Kosovo, Albania, Cecenia, ex-Yugoslavia, Sierra Leone, North 
Uganda, Lebanon/Syria…). 

3 Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII works at an international level through the implementation of projects 
addressed to tackle the broad issue of social marginalization. The style followed by the Community is 
based on the direct sharing with poor persons and on the removal of the causes that generate social 
injustice. The community is present in 25 countries in the world. It has 200 family houses, 15 social 
cooperatives, 6 daily centres, 32 therapeutic communities, 7 fraternity houses, 1 homeless shelter 
and many more integration points (http://www.apg23.org/). The association is operative in Shkodër 
since 1999 with family houses, one open family and one therapeutic community. 

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/
http://www.apg23.org/
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PRESENTATION

The present document has been written on the basis of the experience gained in 
the past years by Operazione Colomba through its nonviolent intervention close to 
victims of blood feud in areas highly affected by the conflict. 
Since 2005, the relationship developed between Italian and Albanian members of the 
Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII and families involved in the conflict has 
allowed them to get to know, monitor and denounce the phenomenon of blood feud. 
Afterwards, Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII, through the action of 
Operazione Colomba, has studied a strategy for the nonviolent resolution of the 
conflict, appropriate to the context defined by the phenomenon of blood feud. 

Operazione Colomba guarantees a constant presence in the Shkodër area since March 
2010 and monthly presence in the Tropojë area since October 2010. 
Since more than four years, its Italian and Albanian volunteers have realized nonviolent 
interventions in order to mitigate and to overcome the conflicts triggered by blood 
feuds between families. 
In Albania, the aim pursued by Operazione Colomba consists in the fight against 
the phenomenon of blood feud and in its overall resolution. To achieve this aim, the 
volunteers of Operazione Colomba conduct several activities: paths to overcome 
the hatred and suffering addressed to the members of the families, victim of the 
phenomenon; paths to mediate between families affected by the conflict in order 
to achieve a reconciliation between the parties; raising awareness campaigns and 
nonviolent actions to guarantee the implementation of laws that discipline the issue 
of blood feud and to create a national reconciliation process that involve all social 
actors and that promotes the use of restorative justice4; monthly demonstrations 
in the areas mostly affected by the conflict to foster a nonviolent culture based on 
the respect of human rights; round tables and public meetings to involve Albanian 
associations and civil society to submit proposals for the resolution of the problem; 
the diffusion of testimonies of those who chose reconciliation rather than blood feud; 
nonviolent accompaniments to guarantee a greater freedom of movement and to allow 

4 Restorative justice promotes rehabilitation and forgiveness paths where victims and murderer are active 
individuals. The success of restorative justice is not measured by the quantity of the punishment, but 
on the number of rehabilitations carried on and that are successful. A clear example of restorative 
justice is reconciliation. By creating reconciliation processes we create a context where the person 
who offended is encouraged to change the situation and the relation with the victim in a positive 
and durable way. Particularly in conflicts within groups, the punishment on the guilty party does not 
prevent neither them, nor their future progeny, to stop their hatred and the wish for revenge. The 
processes of reconciliation requires thus the creation of institutions where truth and justice can be 
implemented. 

 We can distinguish between: truth commissions, trials, rehabilitation and reparation measures, 
depending on the legal capacity and the nature of the social division in the countries involved. 
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the access to health services to the persons who risk to be subjected to blood feud; 
networking with other associations which in loco work on the topic of blood feud to 
guarantee the victims of the phenomenon the access to educational opportunities; 
monitoring and collection of data on the quantitative and geographic distribution of 
the phenomenon to develop a detailed and updated knowledge on the issue; the 
promotion of nonviolent interventions realized so far.
The volunteers of Operazione Colomba visit every day the families involved in the 
conflict. The life in contact with these families allows the volunteers to share their 
difficulties, their needs and risks straightening in this way the credibility and trust in 
the work of Operazione Colomba.
The nonviolent intervention is therefore addressed both to individuals directly involved 
in the blood feud and to the Albanian civil society, to the Albanian and international 
institutions in order to be united to overcome the phenomenon. 
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1. CONTEXT, LEGAL BASIS AND CONSEQUENCES OF 
THE PHENOMENON

After the fall of the communist regime, the transition towards the creation of a rule of 
law has faced several problems. Despite the democratisation process of the country 
continues, numerous issues remain open: 
•	 Corruption remains a widespread phenomenon in several sectors of society, from 

the political to the legal one. To fight the problem, Institutions have adopted some 
measures that require to be implemented and strengthened5. 

•	 The level of economic development still strongly relies on a mainly agricultural 
structure, at a subsistence level and not for the market, where mechanized farming 
attempts find difficulties to be inserted on a large scale. In fact, the service sector 
has been developed mainly through micro enterprise. 

•	 The strong internal emigration is causing an increase peripheral built-up areas 
around the main cities. In the last decade more than one million inhabitants 
have moved from remote villages in the mountains, where often there is a lack of 
infrastructures for public services, to the suborns of the biggest cities in the country. 
In several cases, this emigration fuels the overall level of poverty. 

•	 The level of education6 drives the attention to two important themes that need to 
be addressed. On one side, it is perceived the necessity to develop an education 
system which creates professional opportunities and aims at increasing the level of 
competition in the job market. In fact, the new production foresees the possession 
of knowledge that is still lacking among the population living in suborns. On the 
other hand, it is perceived the importance to focus on the education of respect 
of democratic norms in new sub-urban areas. This issue requires an incisive and 
immediate intervention through the activation of training programs, also at an 
informal level. In other words, the new aggregation of people find themselves in a 
situation where they cannot apply the social control norms valid in their traditional 
original lands, and they have difficulties to adapt quickly to the norms of the State, 
on its way toward democracy.

5 See the European Commission (Commission Staff Working Document) (16.10.2013), Albania 2013 
Progress Report Accompanying the document Communication from the Commission to the European 
Parliament and the Council, Enlargement Strategy and Main Challenges 2013-2014, Brussels; see 
European Commission (Brussels, 4.06.2014), Report from the Commission to the Council and 
the European Parliament on Albania’s Progress in the Fight Against Corruption and Organised 
Crime and in the Judicial Reform; see Human Rights Council, twenty-seventh session Agenda 
Item 6, Universal Periodic Review, United Nations General Assembly (7 july 2014), Report of the 
Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, Albania. http://www.operazionecolomba.it/docs/
reportworkingroupjuly2014.pdf

6  According to the Report (produced by the staff of the Ombudsman in2013) on the study about the 
murders occurred due to blood feud between 1990 and 2012, 39% of the crimes have been committed 
by people with a low or no level of literacy (See article by Entela Resuli, newspaper “Shekulli”, 3rd 
April 2013).
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These elements result in a context in which big cities of the country only partly satisfy 
the socio-economic demands generated by the process of internal migration. 
The economic development has been rapid, but still weak. Moreover, the actual level 
of education in sub-urban areas has often created conditions for the maintenance of 
a culture hinged upon familism and that is fed by the stereotypes of patriarchalism 
and machismo. 
If one side there is a few cohesive civil society with a deep and rooted distrust towards 
the State, on the other there is a strong familiar unity. Woman holds an inferior role than 
the man, who centralize all decisions. These conditions fuel a scenario characterised 
by strong territorial imbalance and of wealth distribution produced among the different 
layers of the society, resulting in poor marginalized groups. Also for these reasons, 
the suborn areas risk to witness a growth in the criminality. 
The mentioned aspects represent only some of the elements which draw the 
contextual picture in which the phenomenon of blood feud is developing nowadays. 
In the northern part of Albania actually still survives a degenerated version of the 
tradition, with the Kanun by Lekë Dukagjini. The Kanun by Lekë Dukagjini is an ancient 
medieval code, with Christian origin, that regulated the social and cultural life of the 
Albanians from the northern mountains, at that time under the Ottoman control. 
The Kanun tradition represented the only form of social and legal control, given the 
absence of alternative normative systems. 
The law of Kanun was constituted by civil law and penal norms which regulated 
several aspects of the daily Albanian life: family, marriage, the rights of the church, 
private property, credits and donations, the work, the oaths and besa7, claim for 
damages, dishonourable crimes, privileges, the legal code of the elder, the honour 
and the blood feud. 
In the Albanian culture, the honour has been considered the constitutive factor in the 
relationship between individuals and within the community. To keep intact the honour 
was an individual and collective rule. The Kanun established which actions could 
dishonoured the person. According to the code, the dishonour was not re-established 
through compensation, but either with bloodshed or forgiveness. The offended honour 
was considered such a serious crime that could be “punished” with the murder. 
The murder was considered itself a further action of dishonour: the blood taken 
needed to be avenged or forgiven. The Kanun regulated accurately the ritual phases 
of the blood feud, specifying that who used violence against women, children and 
private property, violated the law. 
Despite it has instituted to respond to the contextual needs of the XV century, the 
tradition of Kanun is so deep rooted in the Albanian society, that it is still preserved 
today. During the communist period, the regime strictly banned the practise of blood 
feud. After the fall of the dictatorship, the phenomenon of blood feud reappeared. 

7 Besa: it means “promise”; for the Albanian population besa is one of the element driving human 
relations: by failing to keep the promise, the individual loses his honour.
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Within the mentioned frame, the instructions of the Kanun have been distorted, 
always in a more negative way. Sociologist studies highlight how the persistence of 
the phenomenon of blood feud – since today (particularly in the north of Albania) – is 
the product of the transmission from generation to generation of the norms that once 
governed the social tribal system. 
Its survival has been guaranteed by the non interference of neither external actors 
either authorities. 
Moreover, the respect and belief in these values, still passed on, have pushed its 
members to develop the own identity, originated from its belonging. 
Within the context characterised nowadays by the above factors, the system 
produced by the Kanun has undergone several changes, as it has been affected by 
numerous social changes8. From this generation it seems to be stemmed a mentality 
that approves and justifies the usage of a private guarantee, parallel to the state. An 
interpersonal conflict, triggered by different reasons (e.g. properties’ borders, car 
accidents,...) can exacerbate to the point to push the parties to commit a murder. 
In fact, actions of hakmarrje might occur in case a man is subjected to dishonour or 
feels dishonoured by someone else behaviour. Hakmarrje9 represents the first act of 
revenge perpetrated as a reaction followed by the offence taken. 
If this action is responded with another action – as a sort of tit for tat between the two 
parties – these actions belong to the category of gjakmarrje. Therefore gjakmarrje10 is 
identified as prolonged consequence of hakmarrja. It causes cycles of revenges that 
gradually kill all the members of the family involved in the conflict, compromising the 
lives of those related with the person who offended the second party. 
Due to this fact, whole family units flee from their original villages to other cities in 
Albania or abroad or end up living “ngujimi”11 in their houses to reduce the risks of 
being killed and/or to respect the mourning of the other family.
Often the physical move does not guarantee the complete safety of the members 
involved in blood feud. In addition, in the last few years there have been cases where 
children and women were victims of violence caused by blood feud, contrary to what 
is prescribed in the Kanun. Consequently, also the most vulnerable members of the 
families who are in danger because of the blood feud, live ngujuar12 in their houses 
isolated from outside life.

The repercussions are incredibly serious. Men and boys cannot leave their houses 
and they leave their jobs, as they are the first in danger. 
Women are forced to find a job, replacing their husband and sons, in a society that 

8 Pages 19-20 newspaper “Gazeta Shqiptare” (20th July 2014).
9 Literally “taking revenge”, concerning harmful acts, injuring and/or the murder of the person who first 

offended or felted offended.
10 Literally “taking the blood”, concerning the injuring or killing of the enemy.
11 Literally “nailing down”, that states for self-isolation/self-reclusion.
12 Literally means “nailed down”, self-isolated.
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does not promote equal opportunities. In some cases, children are left home because 
of the fear that the blood feud could also involve them. 
The most widespread problems are: psychological damages (symptoms of depression, 
neurosis and alcoholism that often result in domestic violence) generated by the 
context of marginalisation, fear, death and violence where persons involved in blood 
feud live and grow up; physical damages caused by the lack of freedom of movement 
and therefore the impossibility to access medical care; the increasing rate of illiteracy; 
economical damages due to unemployment; the spreading of conflict situations and 
violence. 

Today the possibility to answer to the offence through a reconciliation ceremony13, 
included in the tradition of Kanun providing for the forgiveness of who committed 
the offence, is not a common decision due to the cultural context where revenge is 
considered the most virile and bravest gesture. 
The phenomenon of blood feud represents thus, in the current phase, a source of 
abuse and constant violation of human rights.

2. CAUSES, DYNAMICS AND POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO 
THE PHENOMENON 

The following chapter is the result of a study undertaken by the internal team of 
Operazione Colomba aimed at analysing the problem. Below, we have identified 
some features of the phenomenon and its dynamics.
•	 When the phenomenon arises, its victims suffer from violence and die14. 
•	 Who is subjected to the revenge is generally oriented to avenge himself, according 

the prescriptions of gjakmarrje. 
•	 As the system is deep-rooted in the society, the risk is that the phenomenon will 

arise again every time there is an inter-personal conflict. 
•	 Often happens that blood feud affects other persons, beside the victim, enlarging 

the circle of violence (e.g. on May 5th 2012 in Mamurras was killed Endri Llani, a 
9 year old child, hit “by mistake” by a bullet destined to his uncle, a 22 year old 
young men who had a fight with another person; after two months, the father 
of the murdered child, avenged by killing a 71 year old man, suspected of the 
murder of the son). 

•	 It appears more likely that the practise of gjakmarrje is more widespread in conditions 
of uncertainty: unemployment, poverty, lack of basic public services (schools, hospitals, 

13 In Albanian: PAJTIMI.
14 See 3rd paragraph.
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social assistance), the persistence of social behaviours (patriarchalism, machismo, 
chauvinism,..). It is no coincidence that several families in contact with the staff of 
Operazione Colomba come from the mountainous areas and live in sub-urban zones15. 

•	 The phenomenon fuels the level of insecurity and the feeling of uncertainty of the 
life in the Albanian society because it puts in danger the lives of individuals causing 
serious psychological, physical and material repercussions16. 

•	 Blood feud can arise after several years since the first offence or first murder or 
can occur in the short run. The staff of Operazione Colomba have known directly 
and indirectly numerous cases: the case of a family passing on the blood feud 
since about one century, not even remembering any more its causes; the case of 
a blood feud that has been committed after 4 years; the case mentioned above, 
of the blood feud committed in 2 months. 

•	 In spite of the times to answer to the offence, once the decision to intervene through 
hakmarrja or gjakmarrja is taken, its actuation happens in short time. 

•	 In several cases, although the cause of dishonour might seem banal, the reaction 
involved is armed interventions. 

•	 It is difficult to uproot the usage of hakmarrja and gjakmarrje. Those fighting against 
it feel often frustrated and demotivated because of the failures. 

•	 During the monthly demonstrations organised in Shkodër by Operazione Colomba 
to fight the phenomenon, volunteers often face a mentality stating that blood feud 
takes place exclusively in the more isolated places of Albania. On the other side, 
it also happens to see situations where – due to a conflict – people think and act 
according to the paradigms of blood feud, contradicting what just said. 

•	 It often occurs that, following the offence on the honour, the furthest or abroad 
relatives – not directly involved in the mourning but still feeling the familiar offence – 
influence the decision of the victims in a negative manner17. 

•	 When the person directly involved in the phenomenon lives in a context that 
encourages him to use his suffering to cultivate hatred and resentment, the desire 
for revenge consumes deeply and afterwards the revenge is taken.

•	 The phenomenon is fuelled by the mentality of the society according to which 
the only “honourable” way to react to the offence or to a provocation is blood 
feud. Sometimes the social pressures on the person that shall avenge are so 
strong that he will either consume the revenge or flee to avoid to feel excluded 
by the collectivity. 

•	 Within the civil era there are different ways to deal with the phenomenon: some do 
not consider it a problem, but are respectful towards the norms of the community; 
others believe it is endemic. As it has been always existing, there will be always. 
Others think that is something wrong but do not know how to overcome it, and 

15 See 3rd paragraph.
16 See 1st paragraph.
17 See article by Entela Resuli, Shekulli (3rd April 2013).
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therefore decide to be passive; finally, some attempt to fight against it, considering 
it a societal harm.

•	 The situation of blood feud affects all the lives of those involved. The victim is 
destroyed by the negative consequences that blood feud triggers. When the victim 
is left by himself, the situation becomes unsustainable. 

•	 If the suffering of the blood feud is not addressed in a constructive way, it tends 
to take out the reasons to live and to delete the capacity to plan the future and 
hope, until the only way to express the anger is through blood feud. 

•	 In the last years, although mass media covered the phenomenon more extensively 
in order to analyse and fight against it, the death toll has not declined18.

•	 The phenomenon has changed and keeps changing. Nowadays the custom has 
been altered compared to the rules prescribed in the Kanun. On October 8th 2010 
a Protestant leader was killed19; in June 2012 a 17 year old girl was murdered; in 
May 2012 a 9 year old child20. 

•	 In the past, appropriate tools to manage, restrain and deal with conflict were 
provided (e.g. forgiveness and reconciliation rituals), but with the transformation of 
the phenomenon no effective tools to solve it have been introduced. In some cases, 
reconciliation rituals have been used to end the controversy. Nevertheless, several 
times blood feud continued because of the lack of an internal process about the 
choice to forgive the parties involved. Currently many families involved in blood feud 
admire those who decide to forgive but consider the act as something beyond their 
human capacities21.

•	 The phenomenon of blood feud involves mostly men. This consideration does not 
hold true as also women get involved and they can fuel the hatred and revenge 
within the own family unit. However, it is important to underline the prevalent 
involvement of men in the phenomenon. In fact parents treat own sons as adults 
in order to encourage them to carry on the blood feud system. In these cases, 
children – already considered young adults – do not experience the standard 
growing steps contributing to their psychophysical health. 

•	 The phenomenon entails enormous socio – economic costs (e.g. the need of a 
psycho – socio – health support for the families victims of blood feud; increase of 
illiteracy and unemployment rate). 

The analysis of the phenomenon has allowed the staff to find possible actions to deal 
with it and overcome it. Here are some of them:

18 See chapter 3.
19 According to the customs, religious figures should not be involved in blood feud.
20 See 1st and 3rd paragraph of the “Description file of the phenomenon “gjakmarrje” for the awareness 

of the Albanian Parliament members in relation to the crime rate in Albania”, delivered in October 
2013.

21 See 4th paragraph in the “Description file of the phenomenon “gjakmarrje” for the awareness of the 
Albanian Parliament members in relation to the crime rate in Albania”, delivered in October 2013.
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•	 The creation of reconciliation and forgiveness paths aimed at processing the 
suffering and the conflict (the creation of a space where people involved in the 
phenomenon have the chance to be listened and to receive constructive tools to 
solve the conflict and deal with his/her suffering).

•	 Direct sharing of the suffering and the situation lived by the victims of the 
phenomenon to build together an alternative way representing a concrete hope 
of change (who is involved in the conflict cannot be left by himself).

•	 Dealing the issue of blood feud as a societal problem. As such, it requires the 
commitment of all institutions in order to overcome it. Only in this way who is 
involved in the conflict can increase the trust in the community and in the Institutions; 
moreover if part of society keeps thinking that the true man is the one who avenges 
and not the one who forgives, people will think there is no alternative.

•	 The realisation of concrete mediation interventions to solve conflicts.
•	 The diffusion of models of positive behaviours.
•	 The creation of an education system that deals with the phenomenon and 

provides nonviolent tools for the lives and emotive management of conflict 
situations (in fact if alternative and nonviolent models of conflict resolution are not 
provided at an educational level, who will approach the phenomenon is led to think 
that the only possible answer is violence).

•	 The commitment to facilitating a context supporting the value of life (the 
improvement of primary services and their access; the improving of education 
system; the strengthening of the fight against corruption; increase in employment 
rate; …). 

3. GEOGRAPHICAL AND QUANTITATIVE DISTRIBUTION 
OF THE PHENOMENON

Data concerning the geographical distribution of the phenomenon varies according 
to the sources. 
According to the data from the National Reconciliation Committee in Tiranë, from 
1991 to 2009, in Albania 9.800 persons died because of crimes based on private 
justice and over 6.000 families lived isolated in their houses22. 
The data collected by the Ombudsman between 1990 and 2012 show instead 6.000 
deaths linked to gjakmarrje and 10.000 families ngujuar, marginalised in their houses23.

22 Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation, National Strategy against blood feud. Strategic plan for the 
elimination of enmities and integration in EU without blood feud, Tiranë, 2009.

23 See article by Entela Resuli, newspaper “Shekulli” (3rd April 2013).
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The discourse on the figure of the cases,24 families and people involved in the problem 
of blood feud has always triggered debate25 and polemics about the truthfulness of 
the numbers. 
In 2012 the Ministry of Internal Affairs published for the first time some official 
estimations on the phenomenon of gjakmarrje: 225 homicides linked to gjakmarrje 
occurred in 12 years (from 1998 to 201226). Statistics of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
on the phenomenon indicates that these 225 deaths represent the 7,9% of the overall 
crimes committed. 
Below we report the numerical partial distribution of the crimes due to gjakmarrje 
from 1998 on. It is interesting to observe the trend of the numerical distribution of the 
phenomenon starting from the percentage recorded each year:

Year Number of crimes Number of crimes due to 
gjakmarrje

Percentage

1998 573 45 7.8
1999 496 41 8.2
2000 275 41 14.9
2001 208 32 15.3
2003 132 12 9
2004 190 11 5.7
2005 131 5 3.8
2006 87 4 4.5
2007 103 0 0
2008 88 5 5.6
2009 82 1 1.2
2011 135 5 3.7
2012 100 5 5

According to the data, the trend of the phenomenon is not linear or constant, neither 
increasing nor decreasing.
Always following the data from local police, the number of families ngujuar27 are 67, 
among them: 48 families in the district of Shkodër; 13 families in the district of 
Kukës; 4 families in the district of Lezhë; one family in the district of Tiranë; one 
family in the district of Durrës. People isolated in houses: 93 men of which 21 

24 With the term “case” of blood feud we intend a recent or pretty recent conflict situation that involves at 
least two parties, each one can be composed by more families who can compose a whole tribal clan. 

25 E.g. The meeting in Shkodër dated 16th October 2012 between the Ombudsman and few government 
representatives, associations and regular citizens.

26 The source, Gazeta Shqiptare dated 17th October 2012, does not mention the figures related to 2002 
and 2010.

27 See Note 12.
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children and 2 students in the district of Shkodër; 16 persons of which 6 women 
and 7 children in the district of Kukës; 4 men in the district of Lezhë; one person 
in the district of Tiranë; a man, a women and 3 children in the district of Durrës28. 

The official figures presented by the Ministry have been criticizing by representatives 
of several no profit organizations which state that the number of crimes committed 
because of blood feud in Shkodër district are much higher.
According to the associations that deal with the phenomenon, the district of Shkodër has 
the highest number of families self-confined due to gjakmarrje and involved in blood feud. 
By instance, the estimate provided by the “Dukagjini” association detects about 144 crimes, 
of which 19 of the victims are women, committed due to blood feud in the last 20 years in 
the mountainous area of Dukagjini29.
The necessity of having available as much objective information as possible has led 
volunteers of the Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII to realise a constant 
monitoring of the phenomenon since 200630. 
The collected and presented data are the result of the activities run by Operazione 
Colomba in the last two years. 
To the knowledge of Operazione Colomba, the cases31 of blood feud are:
•	 20 in the district of Shkodër; 
•	 1 in the district of Lezhë;
•	 2 in the district of Tiranë;
•	 7 in the district of Tropojë.

The relative clan32 involved are:
•	 38 in the district of Shkodër;
•	 1 in the district of Lezhë;
•	 4 in the district of Tiranë;
•	 14 in the district of Tropojë.

Within these clan, families followed by the staff of Operazione Colomba that risk to 
be subjected to blood feud are:
•	 17 in the district of Shkodër;
•	 1 in the district of Lezhë;
•	 2 in the district of Tiranë;
•	 6 in the district of Tropojë.

28 Gazeta Shqiptare dated Wednesday 17th October 2012.
29  Gazeta Shqiptare dated Wednesday 17th October 2012.
30 See 3rd paragraph of the document “Description file of the phenomenon “gjakmarrje” for the awareness 

of the Albanian Parliament members in relation to the crime rate in Albania” delivered in October 2013.
31 See note 24.
32 It indicates one or more people and/or group of people (families) united through a kinship defined by 

the lineage perceived by a common ancestor who has transmitted his own name.
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On the other side, the families followed by the staff of Operazione Colomba that need 
to decide whether to avenge or not, are:
•	 5 in the district of Shkodër;
•	 1 in the district of Tiranë;
•	 6 in the district of Tropojë.

In some cases, volunteers of Operazione Colomba know both the family that has 
to avenge and the family who is subjected to it. In other cases, the staff are only in 
contact with one of the party involved (either the one who has to avenge or the party 
subjected to it). In this perspective, a brief elaboration of the collected data reported 
above, has allowed us to understand that, beside the families assisted by Operazione 
Colomba, there exist at least 4 that risk to be subjected to blood feud and at least 
17 that need to decide whether to avenge or not. 
Families in conflict followed by Operazione Colomba in Shkodër, Lezhë and Tiranë 
belong mostly to clan original from Dukagjin and from Tropojë (11 clan from Dukagjin 
area and 7 clan from the Tropojë area).
The work carried on by the Nonviolent Peace Corps of the Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII 
on some cases involved in conflict, allows us to denounce the involvement of approximately 
200 people in the phenomenon in the Shkodër, Lezhë, Tiranë and Tropojë area. 
Following the information gathered by the equipe of Operazione Colomba through 
the campaigns to raise awareness on the phenomenon, through nonviolent 
demonstrations and the analysis of the daily press on some major Albanian 
newspapers33, we deduce that the figure of families and the geographical area 
affected by blood feud phenomenon are highly significant.
Below, we report the results of the study by the staff of Operazione Colomba on the 
basis of the elaboration and data collected in the articles of the following newspapers: 
“Gazeta Shqiptare”, “Panorama” e “Shekulli” from August 2011 to September 2014, 
with a specific focus on the time frame 2013 – 2014.
276 articles deal 180 cases related to conflicts, injuries and crimes. Among these 
articles, some explicitly refer to hakmarrja and/or gjakmarrja, others are classified in this 
way by the volunteers of Operazione Colomba, on the basis of information collected 
in the same articles and the links between them, or the names cited in other cases 
or with the same names in previous articles. 
From the analysis results that within the 180 conflict situations considered, 134 
were caused by hakmarrja reasons and 33 by gjakmarrja. Some of these are related 
with the fact that the previous hakmarrja has degenerated in one or more cycles 
of gjakmarrja. Other cases need to be monitored because the facts could result in 
hakmarrja or gjakmarrja.

33 See 3rd Paragraph of the document “Description file of the phenomenon “gjakmarrje” for the awareness 
of the Albanian Parliament members in relation to the crime rate in Albania”, delivered in October 
2013.
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The causes of hakmarrja are correlated with property issues, with previous 
conflicts and with honour reasons. Alternative causes are: futile reasons; 
verbal provocations; regulation of debts; money and job issues; and the 
fear to be subjected to blood feud due to an offence leading its first actors 
to intervene first. 
The cases of gjakmarrja were triggered by previous hakmarrja and were committed 
between 1983 and 2014. At least 3 or 4 cases occurred every year between 2010 
and 2014.
The most affected cities by the phenomenon of hakmarrja and gjakmarrja are (in 
decreasing order): Tiranë (with 45 cases), Shkodër (with 24 cases), Durrës (with 21 
cases) and Lezhë (with 10 cases). Following there are: the area of Tropojë, Elbasan, 
Vlorë, Berat, Pogradec, Fier, Dibër, Malësi e Madhe, Lushnjë, Sarandë, Pukë, Tepelenë, 
Kukës, Mirdita, Gjirokastër, Dukagjin and Korçë. Some acts linked to the phenomenon 
occurred abroad: one in Belgium in 2013, two in Italy in 2014, one in Sweden in 2013, 
one in Montenegro in 2013, one in Switzerland in 2014.

PER INGLESE E ALBANESE 
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The age of the victims involved in the phenomenon of blood feud varies from 91 years 
(maximum) to 13 years (minimum). As shown in the graph below, the majority of the 
victims affected by the phenomenon are between 20 and 60 years old. 
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The age of the victims involved in the phenomenon of blood feud varies from 91 years (maximum) 
to 13 years (minimum). As shown in the graph below, the majority of the victims affected by the 
phenomenon are between 20 and 60 years old.  

Among the 21 victims of the phenomenon that are between 13 and 19 years old, the majority are  
under 18.  
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Among the 21 victims of the phenomenon that are between 13 and 19 years old, 
the majority are under 18. 
In relation to the gender of the victims, there is a sharp majority of men, with a not 
scarce involvement of women. The implication of women is given not only by the 
mentioned reasons but it also linked to domestic violence.
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In relation to the gender of the victims, there is a sharp majority of men, with a not scarce 
involvement of women.  The implication of women is given not only by the mentioned reasons but it 
also linked to domestic violence. 

From the study above it is possible to conclude that the phenomenon is still developing and it is not 
declining. We can deduce that is a transversal phenomenon in several perspectives, as it affects:  
different places in all Albania and also beyond state borders, on the basis to where Albanian citizens 
involved in blood feud move; people of all ages and genders, indiscriminately; in different years,  
especially during last years. 
The analysis shows that the dynamism of the phenomenon leads it to be always more detached by  
the prescriptions of the original Kanun and always more oriented to answer to the contingencies in 
the context where it occurs.

M    90,78%
F       9,21%

From the study above it is possible to conclude that the phenomenon is still developing 
and it is not declining. We can deduce that is a transversal phenomenon in several 
perspectives, as it affects: different places in all Albania and also beyond state borders, 
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on the basis to where Albanian citizens involved in blood feud move; people of all 
ages and genders, indiscriminately; in different years, especially during last years.
The analysis shows that the dynamism of the phenomenon leads it to be always 
more detached by the prescriptions of the original Kanun and always more oriented 
to answer to the contingencies in the context where it occurs.
The proposed conclusions on the basis of the elaboration of the data, 
highlights how serious the problem of blood feud is and that it urgently 
requires a massive concentration of efforts to tackle it. 

4. THE PERCEPTION OF THE FUNCTIONING OF PUBLIC 
JUSTICE: THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE VICTIMS AND OF 
CIVIL SOCIETY ON THE PHENOMENON 

The activities realised together with families involved in blood feud and the raising 
awareness campaigns addressed to Albanian civil society, allowed Operazione 
Colomba volunteers to gain a better understanding about the role of public justice in 
relation to the fight against the blood feud phenomenon. The following considerations 
have been developed from the dialogue between Operazione Colomba and: Albanian 
citizens living in Shkodër, Tiranë, Bajram Curri, Fushë Arrëz, Pukë, Laç Vau Dejes, 
Kallmët, Lezhë, Laç, Mamurras, Fushë Krujë; at least 17 families in the conflict in the 
area of Tropojë, Shkodër and Tiranë. 
During the participation in demonstrations and in events organised on the phenomenon 
of blood feud, mainly in the Shkodër area, civil society often expressed the necessity 
to strengthen the rule of law and to guarantee the implementation of laws without 
discrimination and favouritisms. Part of the population questioned on the rightness to 
react to an injustice through vengeance, agreed with this action. The more common 
sentences collected, underline that it is correct to kill the murderer of a family member. 
By engaging in an in-depth discussion, it emerged that the majority of the speakers 
justify the use of blood feud due to their distrust in the correct functioning of state 
justice34. In this sense, civil society has expressed its discord recalling examples where 
those who committed illegal actions and crimes went out from prison, in spite of the 
sentence expected for such crimes entailed a longer period in jail. One of the most 
frequent request from Albanian civil society has been the reform of public justice to 
uproot corruption and to guarantee the certainty of the sentence. 
This vision is shared by several members of the families involved in blood feud 
followed by Operazione Colomba. From the narrations of the families that have to 
decide whether to avenge or not after their mourning, the feelings of hate, anger and 

34 See the Article by Entela Resuli, Shekulli (3rd April 2013).
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desire of vengeance are fuelled by the fact that the person who murdered their family 
member will be free again after few years of imprisonment. 
This causes a high level of frustration among those suffering from the lost of a family 
member. 
In this way the confidence between citizenry and State – representing the base for 
civil coexistence – is gradually eroded, promoting the practise of private justice. 
Who experiences an injustice and does not feel protected by the implementation of 
laws, relies to violent actions producing vicious cycle of violence. A clear example is 
given by the notions collected by volunteers during their visits to families mourning 
the lost of a family member. These express the distrust in the administrative work of 
justice that prompts families to not denounce the crime and/or other kind of violence, 
predicting the use of blood feud. 
From the stories told by those who served the time of imprisonment and from their 
families, it clearly emerges the widespread fear to be subjected to blood feud, despite 
the years in prison. This fear brings individuals to self-isolation in their houses. By 
instance, in the murder of the 40 year old Lulash Qarri35, police investigations linked 
its crime with blood feud, consumed for a crime committed in 2001 by the victim who 
was condemned to 13 years in prison. Moreover, in some cases even the person 
that is in jail and gets to know that blood feud has been consumed on his family 
members, he renews the promise to avenge when he will be freed. This way to act 
and to think triggers the existence of a mentality where blood feud finds partly its 
roots. These aspects indicate the urgent necessity to promote an education system 
involving programs on nonviolent trainings and culture of dialogue in order to contrast 
the widespread mentality. 
Very often families involved in blood feud complain about the lack of the State, the 
widespread corruption and the workflow of justice processes. 
To sum up, the difficulties that families in conflict bring to the attention in relation to 
the situation of blood feud they live, are:
•	 the lack of certainty of sentence for those who committed crime because of blood feud;
•	 the lack of an appropriate police intervention;
•	 the existence of a mentality fuelling the usage of blood feud;
•	 the inefficiency of a state apparatus guaranteeing the safety of citizens who risk 

their lives because of reasons linked to blood feud.

The mentioned elements determine the distrust of citizens towards Institutions 
contributing to the usage of private justice. Everyday this practice creates an illegal 
modus operandi that has own peculiar norms which escape from State control and 
that keeps evolving quickly. In front of this situation, it is necessary to an incisive State 
intervention aimed at:

35 Data derived from the daily collection and analysis of the following newspapers “Gazeta Shqiptare”, 
“Gazeta Shqip”, “Gazeta Panorama” and “Shekulli” in 2012.
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•	 restoring justice bodies through specific reforms guaranteeing fundamental human 
rights and assuring the implementation of laws in an equal way;

•	 fostering a culture based on nonviolence and on reconciliation to fight the mentality 
based on private justice;

•	 not abounding its citizens in front of situations of extreme violence;
•	 developing protective programs towards those risking their lives for reasons linked 

to blood feud;
•	 developing ad-hoc programs for arms withdrawal and their control. In fact from the 

report produced by the staff of the Ombudsman in 2013, concerning the study of 
the crimes committed because of blood feud reasons between 1990 and 2012, 
it results that 99% of these crimes were committed by people without the permit 
to hold arms36.

5. REACTIONS FROM PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND MASS 
MEDIA ON THE PHENOMENON

The Albanian Government has been several times solicited by international 
organizations to adopt efficient measures to overcome the phenomenon of blood 
feud. These recommendations have been produced on the request of Albania to enter 
in the European Union and in the Human Rights Council of the United Nations. In the 
Progress Report of 2013 on Albania, the staff of the European Commission directly 
refers on the problem of self-isolation of children in their houses, due to the fear to be 
subjected to violence because of blood feud; on the other hand, the Progress Report 
of this year brings the attention on the reinforcement of the rule of law in order to 
uproot the phenomenon37. Within the “Motion for Resolution” of 2013, the European 
Parliament has insisted on: the existence of the phenomenon; the negative effects, 
beside the death, on a large scale and at a social level involving hundreds of people 
provoked by violence; the fact that the number linked to blood feud is increasing; 
the recall to Albanian authorities to answer the requests of the United Nations and 
to the recommendations of the Ombudsman to create a database with reliable data 
and statistics on the cases of blood feud and to create the Coordination Council for 

36 See article by Entela Resuli, newspaper “Shekulli” (3rd April 2013).
37 European Commission (Commission Staff Working Document) (16.10.2013), Albania 2013 Progress 

Report Accompanying the document Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament 
and the Council, Enlargement Strategy and Main Challenges 2013-2014, Brussels, pp.43; European 
Commission (Commission Staff Working Document) (8.10.2014), Albania 2014 Progress Report 
Accompanying the document Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, 
Enlargement Strategy and Main Challenges 2014-2015, Brussels, pp.45.
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the fight against blood feud, provided by the law n. 9389 dated 4.05.200538. This 
year, during the second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review on Albania organised 
by the Human Rights Council of the United Nations, the Albanian delegation has 
emphasized the steps undertaken by the government concerning the creation of an 
action plan to fight blood feud and the investment of a stronger collaboration between 
the government, local institutions and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 
These efforts have not attenuated the recommendations of the Human Rights Council 
of the United Nations that focus on the suggestions coming from the Ombudsman. 
Moreover countries like Sweden, Germany, Italy, Congo, Turkey and Saudi Arabia 
recommend to the Albanian government to increase measures aimed at: preventing 
the phenomenon; protecting victims of the phenomenon, particularly children; 
guaranteeing the perpetrators to justice and the certainty of sentence39.
Since 2012 until today, the Albanian government has undertaken some actions to 
recognise the existence of the phenomenon and to attempt planning a strategy to 
fight it. In this sense, in 2013 the ex-Minister of Justice, Eduard Halimi introduced 
some changes to the Penal Code formally providing more severe sentences for those 
guilty parties of crimes for hakmarrja and gjakmarrja. According the penal reform, the 
sentence for people committing crimes linked to blood feud reasons is not less than 
28 years of prison and/or life sentence. If there are at least two aggravating factors the 
conviction is not less than 38 years and/or life sentence40. To facilitate the concrete 
implementation of these provisions are necessary effective measures addressed to 
fight against corruption.
Moreover, the General Attorney of Tiranë has realised several meetings with local 
institutions and the Ombudsman, expressing deep concern about the growth of the 
phenomenon and underlining the urgency and the will from the attorney side to stop 
the phenomenon of blood feud and to remove the fear among the members of families 
involved in this kind of conflict41. The attorney is focusing on the legal protection of 
people from the phenomenon. For example, in the Shkodër area, the territory map of 
ngujuar42 families aimed to create a register of the persons who cannot go out their 

38 European Parliament (9.12.2013), Motion for a resolution to wind up the debate on the statement 
by the Commission pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the Rules of Procedure, p.7, point 19; Human Rights 
Council, twenty-seventh session Agenda Item 6, Universal Periodic Review, United Nations General 
Assembly (7 july 2014), Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, Albania; 
Human Rights Council, twenty-seventh session Agenda Item 6, Universal Periodic Review (5 
september 2014) Information presented by the Albanian People’s Advocate (Ombudsman). http://
www.operazionecolomba.it/docs/reportworkingroupjuly2014.pdf – http://www.operazionecolomba.
it/docs/ombudsmanofalbania_sept2014.pdf

39 Human Rights Council, twenty-seventh session Agenda Item 6, Universal Periodic Review, 
United Nations General Assembly (7 july 2014), Report of the Working Group on the Universal 
Periodic Review, Albania pg. 5-6-7-10-11-13-16-22-24; http://www.operazionecolomba.it/docs/
reportworkingroupjuly2014.pdf

40 p.11 Newspaper “Panorama” (5th June 2013).
41 http://www.zeriamerikes.com/content/gjakmarrja-shteti-ligjor/1810437.html
42 See note 12.
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houses, would represent a base on which to intervene in case the involved families’ 
members received proven threats43.

This year Albanian Institutions have promoted and supported the Peace March 
“Change? It’s possible! A crowd moved for peace, against blood feud” launched by 
Operazione Colomba in collaboration with other associations44. Since June 22nd to 
July 1st about 300 people of Albanian and international nationality walked for about 
130 Km stopping in the following cities: Bajram Curri, Fushë Arrëz, Pukë, Laç Vau 
Dejes, Shkodër, Kallmët, Lezhë, Laç, Mamurras, Fushë Krujë, Tiranë. This initiative 
has followed the previous work of the 2013 campaign “5000 signatures for Life”45 and 
had the following aims: the promotion of a culture of life, peace, forgiveness and of 
reconciliation; to reach a higher visibility, also at an international level, on the problem 
of blood feud; to encourage Albanian Institutions to take a decisive position through 
the implementation on all levels of the law n. 9389 dated 5/4/2005. In only 10 days 
about 10.000 persons have been reached to talk about the phenomenon of blood 
feud and reconciliation. The event included the subscription of the participants and 
supporters of the petition46 with the objectives of the initiative and the commitment to 
promote on the individual, social legal and institutional level, reconciliation. The petition 
has been subscribed by 2681 people, almost all Albanian citizens. Beyond local 
associations, the Ombudsman and other representatives of local Institution who took 
part in the initiative, the petition has been subscribed also by representatives of public 
Institutions, such as: the President of the Albanian Parliament Ilir Meta, the Ministery 
of Local affairs Bledi Çuçi, the President of the Parliament Commission for national 
security Spartak Braho, the President of European Parliament for the integration in 
the European Union Majlinda Bregu, the majors of the districts of Pukë and Laç Vau 
Dejes. More than 253 persons living in different countries in the world signed the on-
line petition. The success of the campaign has had both national and international 
visibility. In fact on July 23rd 2014 a delegation of the Associazione Comunità Papa 
Giovanni XXIII – Operazione Colomba met the President of the Republic of Albania, 
Bujar Nishani. In relation to the phenomenon of blood feud, the President assured that, 
with the issuing of the legislative acts from the Executive branch for the institution of 
the “Coordination Council for the fight against blood feud”, he will personally commit to 
guaranteeing the activation of this state body. Moreover, the President has expressed 
the appreciation for the initiatives “5000 signatures for Life” and “A crowd moves for 
peace, against blood feud”, underlining that the phenomenon of blood feud require 

43 P. 9 Newspaper “Panorama” (3rd February 2014).
44  Peace Ambassadors; Justice and Peace; Patriotic Association of the Dukagjin; Sant’Egidio 

Community; World Vision; Centre of psychological support for children of Shkodër; Scout Association 
of Albania; the Albanian Red Cross (Ecje për paqen. Të ndryshosh? Mundesh! Një popull lëviz për 
paqen kundër gjakmarrjes). See the document “Report, MARCH for PEACE in ALBANIA - A crowd 
moves for peace, against blood feud” delivered in October 2014.

45 See Document “The Campaign: 5000 signatures for life” delivered in October 2013 from Associazione 
Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII – Shoqata Komuniteti Papa Xhovani XXIII – Operazione Colomba.

46 See. Appendix of the document.
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a global platform with actors and concrete educative, social, cultural, collective and 
legal actions47.
The Peace March promoted by Operazione Colomba has been sustained also by 
Religious Institutions. The representatives of the Islamic48 and Christian-Catholic 
world participated with firm belief in the initiative49. Numerous subscribed the petition 
demonstrating how urgent the problem is felt. In 2012 the Bishops of northern 
Albania provided the excommunication for those killing because of blood feud and 
the reintegration of those who regret of the violence committed50. This year the 
Catholic Church took the occasion of the visit of the Pope to launch a formative 
propose of prey where paths of forgiveness are officially promoted through three 
steps: reconciliation to yourself and with the own past; the reconciliation with God; 
the reconciliation with others. On the last aspect, the Church has launched a strong 
appeal to invite all families involved in conflicts to free themselves from the problem. 
The volunteers of Operazione Colomba have officially supported this proposal through 
public notice51and engaged in offering any kind of support for the realisation of this 
project, starting first of all from the involvement of the families in conflict.
From the media point of view, the daily analysis of the most popular newspapers in 
Albania52 has allowed the staff of Operazione Colomba to assist to the rapid evolution 
in the matter of the frequency and modality with which the phenomenon has been 
treated in the last years53. If until few years ago it was considered a taboo to use the 
term “blood feud” to indicate certain crimes, nowadays the phenomenon is called in 
this way always more often and more openly. 
There are more cases where authors of journalistic services classify specific news 
items with the name of “hakmarrja” or “gjakmarrja” as well as the cases where some 
columnists approach the phenomenon as something problematic and study it to fully 
explore its causes in the perspective of its resolution. Moreover, if earlier there was 
the tendency among the authors writing about the phenomenon to not publishing 
the article with their names, currently we perceive the counter-trend. This indicates a 
higher level of awareness on the existence of the phenomenon and its consequences. 
In the last two years the Albanian State has reached a higher awareness on the 
negative effects caused by the phenomenon of blood feud. Although the way 

47 http://president.al/?p=19710
48 In particular, Myfti of Tiranë and Imam of Shkodër.
49 In particular, Bishops of Shkodër, Tiranë, Sapa e Lezhë.
50 Decree n. 96/2012 dated 14/09/2012, see attached the document “Description file of the phenomenon. 

“gjakmarrje” for the awareness of the Albanian Parliament members in relation to the crime rate in 
Albania” delivered in October 2013.

51 http://www.operazionecolomba.it/albania/albania-comunicati/2206-cs-sostegno-al-cammino-di-
riconciliazione-promosso-dalla-chiesa-cattolica.html

 http://www.sot.com.al/aktualitet/operazione-colomba-apel-besimtar%C3%ABve-hiqni-dor%C3%AB-
nga-gjakmarrja-sjell-vuajtje-dhe-dhimbje

52 Gazeta Shqiptare, Panorama, Shekulli.
53 See 3rd Paragraph.

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/albania/albania-comunicati/2206-cs-sostegno-al-cammino-di-riconciliazione-promosso-dalla-chiesa-cattolica.html
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/albania/albania-comunicati/2206-cs-sostegno-al-cammino-di-riconciliazione-promosso-dalla-chiesa-cattolica.html


22 Operazione Colomba
Corpo Nonviolento di Pace dell’Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII - www.operazionecolomba.it

undertaken seems the right one, it is necessary to stay united to concentrate the 
efforts for the fight against it. 
On one side, we notice the need to provide to the wealth of the families, first of all 
for those bereaved; on the other hand to reinforce the dialogue with civil society to 
work on the cultural roots of the phenomenon. 
Operazione Colomba will keep being constantly committed and determined to 
supporting the Albanian government to adopt all necessary provisions to protect its 
citizens and to overcome the phenomenon of blood feud. 

6. INDICATIONS

The study describes how the phenomenon of blood feud is an expression of death 
and violence violating human rights, first of all the right to live. 
Starting from the analysis done, the staff of Operazione Colomba proposes some 
useful indications for Institutions to overcome the phenomenon, strengthening the 
involvement of civil society and families in conflict situations:
•	 to support paths of reconciliation between families victims of blood feud and to 

endorse the creation of a national reconciliation process following the principles 
of restorative justice54;

•	 to restore state justice bodies: the fight against corruption; to guarantee justice for 
those who committed crimes related to blood feud; to guarantee the sentence, 
actualization of an equal justice for everyone;

•	 to provide appropriate legal/institutional instruments for the promotion of a process 
to overcome the phenomenon and to recognise and contrast the actions triggering 
or fuelling blood feud; 

•	 to implement the law n. 9389 dated 5.04.2005 to create a Coordination Council 
against the phenomenon of blood feud; 

•	 to promote raising awareness campaigns addressed to civil society by introducing 
an education and culture based on nonviolence, reconciliation and on the respect of 
human rights in schools, work places and in the major centre of social integration; 

•	 to adopt measures necessary to guarantee the safety of citizens victims of blood 
feud and their access to basic services (hospitals, work places, schools, …);

•	 to establish a program and the creation of a fund for the compensation and to 
support families in mourning the lost of a family member victim of the phenomenon;

•	 to create a service within police for ad-hoc intervention for the cases of blood feud;
•	 to draft a working plan with civil society to uproot the phenomenon;
•	 to formulate and to implement specific penal programs and re-education training 

for the reintegration of inmates who committed crimes related to blood feud;

54 See Note 4.
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•	 to provide official data concerning the size of the phenomenon of blood feud;
•	 to carry on surveys in different places in the Country to assess how much and in 

which way blood feud and violence has impregnated the mentality and afterwards 
to adopt an appropriate strategy to fight the phenomenon; 

•	 in overall, to guarantee the setting-up of a social state facing the structural factors 
that allow the existence of the phenomenon and aimed at contributing the collective 
development (economic poverty, illiteracy, alcoholism, geographical isolation, lack 
of appropriate structures for health issues...). 

Some of the mentioned indications have been expressed by a delegate of Associazione 
Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII in Geneva during the second cycle of the Universal 
Periodic Review announced by the Human Rights Council of the United Nations55. 
The contribution of Operazione Colomba and of other international organizations acting 
on the territory could focus on the solicitation of international bodies (European Union, 
United Nations) in order to assure their support in the commitment of the Albanian 
government in the fight against the phenomenon. 

55 Written statement submitted by the Associazione Comunita Papa Giovanni XXIII (25 august 2014), 
Right to life, liberty and security of the person: combating the phenomenon of blood feuds in Albania;

 http://www.operazionecolomba.it/docs/InterventionNGO-apg23.pdf
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APPENDIX

Peace Parade in Albania 22 JUNE - 1 JULY 2014
From Bajram Curri to Tiranë

The blood feud phenomenon violates the fundamental human rights, first of all the 
right to LIFE! Moreover the phenomenon of blood feuds damages the union, the 
stability and the future of the whole Albania. Promoting the culture of Peace and 
Nonviolence gives rise to reconciliation processes among families victims of blood 
feuds and originates collective reconciliation processes. This could be an effective 
way to overcome the phenomenon: the Albanian citizens will no longer need to take 
the law into their own hands because the National Institutions will be able to protect 
their rights! The mobilization of the national and international civil society is needed,

THEREFORE 
undersigning this appeal, we ask the Albanian Institutions to take on
•	 providing the State with an Institutional/Legal Instrument aimed to overcoming 

the blood feud phenomenon;
•	 implementing immediately the law no. 9389, dated 5.4.2005, aimed to create the 

Coordination Council against the phenomenon of blood feud, as provided by the same law;
•	 bring to justice those who are prosecuted for crimes due to blood feuds;
•	 promoting a culture of Peace based on the respect of Human Rights, first of all 

the right to Life.

As stakeholders of the national and international civil society, undersigning 
this appeal, we will be committed:
•	 not to use violence in the case of a conflict and to respect human life anyway;
•	 to promote the nonviolent conflict resolution approach through reconciliation processes;
•	 to commemorate every victim of violence, including the victims of blood feuds;
•	 to let the personal histories of people who chose forgiveness and reconciliation 

instead of revenge be known;
•	 to promote the creation of a movement for the culture of life, respect of each other 

and reconciliation, aimed to inciting the Albanian Institutions to promulgate laws 
focused on overcoming the phenomenon and to guarantee their respect.


