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GENERAL OVERVIEW 

 
Operazione Colomba, the Nonviolent Peace Corps of the Association Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII, is an 
experience open to those who believe in the power of nonviolence and reconciliation as instruments to 
restore truth and justice in order to solve armed conflicts and to build durable peace. 
Operazione Colomba volunteers engage in international civil interventions in conflict areas through 
nonviolent peacekeeping, peacemaking and peacebuilding. The nonviolent civilian grass-roots 
peacekeeping is achieved through nonviolent interposition, civil escorts, monitoring and reporting 
about human rights violations. The aim is to become a deterrent to discourage the use of violence. In 
this way peacekeeping operations are able to protect civilian population. Operazione Colomba pursues 
peacemaking operations through informal actions to support the mediation process. This 
rapprochement between fighting parties and building dialogue with the representatives of local 
institutions is the main goal of peacemaking made by Operazione Colomba. Peace-building operations are 
mainly focused on: the social and political reconstruction of local institutions; the human rights’ 
protection; the living standards improvement through networking with other international 
organizations; the constructive transformation of the conflict through reconciliation.  
The nonviolent intervention of Operazione Colomba is based on four pillars: 

 The direct sharing of danger, hardships and difficulties with the conflict’s victims, living during the 
war in refugee camps, in threatened or under siege houses, in tents or partially destroyed 
structures in order to decrease the level of violence and to create a deep bond of trust with the 
local population. 

 Nonviolence as a constructive way of conflict management to stop the cycle of violence triggered 
by the armed conflict and to find lasting solutions of peace, starting with the analysis of the root 
causes of the disputes. 

 The equal proximity or neutrality, related to the parties in conflict realized by employing  the 
instrument of direct sharing with all the involved actors.  

 The reconciliation process to achieve a resolution of the dispute leading to the establishment of a 
lasting peace based on overcoming the causes of conflict and on the reconciliation of the 
warring parties.  

 
Operazione Colomba guarantees a constant presence in  Shkodër area since March 2010 and a monthly 
presence in  Tropojë area since October 2010. In Albania, the aim pursued by Operazione Colomba 
consists in coping with the phenomenon of blood feud and in its overall resolution. To achieve this aim, 
the volunteers of the Nonviolent Peace Corps conduct several activities:  

 paths addressed to the members of the families victims of the phenomenon in order to 
overcome the hatred and suffering. 

 Paths to mediate between families affected by the conflict in order to achieve a reconciliation or 
a forgiveness between the parties. 

 Civil escorts to guarantee a greater freedom of movement and to allow the access to health 
services to the persons risking to be target of blood feud.  
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 Awareness raising campaigns and nonviolent actions (such as demonstrations, peace marches, 
signing of petitions, etc.) towards Albanian civil society, Albanian  and international institutions 
aimed at: fostering a nonviolent culture based on the respect of human rights, ensuring the 
implementation of laws that discipline the issue of blood feud, adopting effective measures to 
fight the phenomenon, creating a national reconciliation process that involves all social actors 
and that promotes the use of restorative justice. 

 Round tables, public meetings and networking with Albanian associations which in loco work on 
the topic of blood feud. The goal is to guarantee the access to educational opportunities to the 
victims of the phenomenon and to involve civil society in submitting proposals for the problem 
resolution. 

 Monitoring and collection of data on the quantitative and geographic distribution of the 
phenomenon to develop a detailed and updated knowledge on the issue. 

 
Through the four pillars mentioned above, the volunteers have been realizing these activities with 
people closely related to those who committed a crime for blood feud reasons and also with the 
families that should decide either to “take the blood” or to reconcile because they suffered a 
bereavement in their clan. Indeed, Operazione Colomba volunteers visit every day the families involved in 
the conflict. The life in contact with these families allows the volunteers to share their difficulties, their 
needs and risks reinforcing in this way the credibility and trust in the work of Operazione Colomba.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Every year Operazione Colomba organizes national awareness raising campaigns to join and direct the 
efforts from civil society and national institutions towards the fight against the blood feuds 
phenomenon. Among these campaigns, we recall the signature Campaign in 2013, called “5000 
Signatures for Life”1 and the Peace March in 2014 “A crowd moves for Peace, against blood feud”2. 
During the first event, almost 6000 Albanian citizens signed the petition, committing not to using 
violence in conflict circumstances and asking for the support of the Institutions to fight the 
phenomenon. The Campaign was realized in 6 months involving the areas of Shkodër, Malësi e Madhe, 
Lezhë, Laç and Tiranë. The participation of the local population has enabled the establishment of a 
dialogue about the phenomenon of blood feud and the possibility of finding solutions to this serious 
problem. 
The second event occurred in the following towns: Bajram Curri, Fushë-Arrëz, Pukë, Laç Vau Dejes, 
Shkodër, Kallmët, Lezhë, Laç, Mamurras, Fushë Krujë, Tiranë.  
During the second initiative, the Operazione Colomba volunteers reached more than 10.000 Albanian 
citizens, raising awareness on the blood feud issue, on peace and respect of human rights through 
testimonies of those who chose reconciliation in conflict areas outside Albania. Moreover, in only 10 
days almost 2700 Albanian citizens subscribed a petition demanding not only the implementation of 
the Law n. 9389 dated 5/4/2005 which provides the establishment and implementation of the 
Coordination Council for the fight against blood feud, but also to work hard in order to build a society 
based on a nonviolent conflict management and to promote a national reconciliation process. 
The strong participation of Albanian citizens and their representatives during these events have 
demonstrated the desire of a real change of this custom that still today violates fundamental human 
rights, first of all the Right to Life3.  
This year, the awareness raising Campaign towards the Albanian civil society and the Albanian 
institutions for the overcoming of the phenomenon of blood feud has been realized starting from the 
2015 Mayoral Elections occasion. 
Operazione Colomba has decided to submit a number of blood feud-related questions to all the candidates 
of each political faction and each Albanian District. This initiative aimed at urging a real commitment 
to uproot this practice among the future Albanian population’s representatives, as already emphasized 
by a large number of Albanian citizens, during the above-mentioned events.   

                                                 
1 See Document “The Campaign: 5000 signatures for life” delivered in October 2013 from Associazione Comunità 

Papa Giovanni XXIII – Shoqata Komuniteti Papa Xhovani XXIII – Operazione Colomba.  

2 See the document “Report, MARCH for PEACE in ALBANIA - A crowd moves for peace, against blood feud” 

delivered in October 2014 from Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII – Shoqata Komuniteti Papa Xhovani 

XXIII – Operazione Colomba.  

3 See the “Descriptive document on the phenomenon of 'hakmarrja' and 'gjakmarrja' to raise awareness among 

Albanian and international institutions" edited in October 2014 by Operazione Colomba – Nonviolent Peace Corps 

of the Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII – Komuniteti Papa Xhovani XXI and delivered in February-

March 2015. 
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1. “A crowd against blood feud”: Campaign description 
 
Administrative elections represented the ideal frame for the realisation of this year’s awareness raising 
Campaign against blood feud. The right to vote is a proper feature of every democracy and it allows 
citizenry to reinforce the rule of law. In Albania, the transition towards a fully democratic State is still 
an on-going issue and it has its own difficulties. Voting,  in transparency condition and under respect of 
the ruling laws, represents a clear instrument to speed up the process. In the Albanian society, trust 
between citizens and the State still needs to be fully rebuild and, therefore, it needs to be supported by 
concrete actions, which have to come both from the citizens themselves and from their representatives. 
The fight against the blood feud phenomenon requires, among the many actions that can be taken, a 
tight collaboration between civil society and institutions4. In view of this context we developed our 
yearly Campaign.  
Namely, the interview we had with all the different candidates aimed at pushing them to have a better 
overlook of the phenomenon in their electoral district and the perception thereof among locals 5 . 
Furthermore, by answering the questionnaire, each candidate had the possibility to show the citizens 
his/her own will to contrast and contain this problematic issue, which remains a matter of death, suffer, 
violence, fear and instability in many areas of the Albanian territory.  
Regarding the actions taken to raise awareness among citizens, we organised some demonstrations, 
aiming at the promotion of the Campaign and at a deeper involvement of the population on the 
possible measures which, once adopted, could help to contain and, little by little, eradicate the 
phenomenon.  
 
 

1.1 Goals of the initiative 
 
The Campaign has been part of Operazione Colomba’s nonviolent strategy, focused on the overcoming of 
the blood feud phenomenon. Raising awareness among Albanian citizens and institutions about this 
issue is a core instrument of a bigger final goal, represented by a mutual collaboration between citizenry 
and State to stop the phenomenon.  
In this context, the Campaign aimed specifically to: 
- Focus on the phenomenon, giving it a broader visibility, to help institutions to understand its 
existence, its range, its evolution and negative effects; 
- Encourage the population to request its representatives, as a legitimate right, to take an official stance 
on blood feud and to adopt ad hoc strategies to eradicate it; 
- Push institutions to recognize the phenomenon and to take concrete steps towards the realisation of 
nonviolent actions to overcome the blood feud phenomenon.  

                                                 
4 See paragraph 1st, 2nd, 4th of the “Descriptive document on the phenomenon of 'hakmarrja' and 'gjakmarrja' to raise 

awareness among Albanian and international institutions edited in October 2014 by Operazione Colomba – 

Nonviolent Peace Corps of the Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII – Komuniteti Papa Xhovani XXI and 

delivered in February-March 2015. 

5 See the annex.  
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Beside that, the Campaign follows the path of the national awareness-raising events organized the 
previous years: the advocacy efforts for the effective adoption of the Law n.9389 5/4/2005 regarding 
the establishment and functioning of the Coordinating Council in Combating Blood Feuds still remain 
an important issue. 
Broadly speaking, the awareness-raising activities strived to make institutions, State and citizens more 
responsible and aware of: the existence of the phenomenon itself and its capacity to, directly or 
indirectly, affect the whole community; its implications in terms of human rights violations; the 
possibilities and opportunities to merge resources and energies to find a real solution to the problem.   
 
 

1.2 Event in the making 
 
The Campaign took place in two different stages: the first one between the 9th of May and the 8th of 
July 2015; the second one between the 9th of July and the 30th of September.  
During the first stage, Operazione Colomba volunteers have organised the Campaign by sending via mail 
to all the electoral candidates a letter containing: a detailed description of the event6, the questions 
regarding the phenomenon 7  and the 2015 Report entitled «Document describing ‘hakmarrja’ and 
‘gjakmarrja’, for the awareness of national and international institution» (report based on the data 
recorded by Operazione Colomba since 2005)8. Candidates’ answers have been generally collected via mail 
or email. Furthermore, in areas more affected by the phenomenon (Shkodër, Tiranë, Tropojë), the 
volunteers attempted to make video interviews to the local candidates: this was necessary in order to 
introduce the association and to build up  collaboration links.  
All answers have been published and are now available at: www.kundergjakmarrjes.org; in this way, all 
gathered information (in particular the candidates’ commitments) have been made public and at the 
disposal of future institutional representatives and citizens.  
The goal of publishing the questionnaires of mayor candidates was twofold: on one hand, it aimed at 
pushing candidates to express themselves on the issue, openly showing their stances.  
On the other hand, it aimed at turning the commitments taken into concrete policies once, and if, 
elected.  
We tried to include every candidate, regardless his/her party’s affiliation. This was meant to show how 
the blood feud phenomenon its transversal to Albanian society and, therefore, requires the intervention 
of all political, civil and religious authorities.  
The public statements made by the candidates concerning the gjakmarrja issue have been selected and 
published on the Campaign’s website 9 , after an analysis of the major Albanian and international 
newspapers.  
After the June 2015 election, Operazione Colomba decided to extend the deadline for the reception of 

                                                 
6 Presentation of the campaign 

7 Questions foralbanian mayoral candidates 

8 Report entitled «Document describing ‘hakmarrja’ and ‘gjakmarrja’, for the awareness of national and international 

institution» 

9 News of the campaign 

http://www.kundergjakmarrjes.org/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/category/campaign/about/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/category/campaign/pre-elections/questions-for-albanian-mayoral-candidates/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/category/reports/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/category/campaign/pre-elections/news-en/
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questionnaires and to make a second distribution round to newly elected city mayors. On the 9th of July 
2015 the volunteers sent another letter to all the newly elected mayors, asking the return of the filled 
questionnaires and introducing them to the Campaign10 themes. A collaboration and involvement with 
the city representatives was paramount at this stage of the event, to start a long-term strategy.  
The Campaign closed on September 30th. To reach the highest response rate possible, at the end of 
August, we sent a new letter as reminder11. The letter informed mayors that the results of the Campaign 
would be divulged and published among international organisations, the EU, the UN Human Rights 
Council, the OSCE and the Albanian institutions, such as the President of the Republic, Ministers, 
Parliament and the Ombudsman.  
Of course, social media had a considerable role for the Campaign’s diffusion. Our Facebook and 
Twitter profiles12 surely make the initiative visible to a broader audience, easing up the contact between 
the candidates and the civil society. Moreover, social networks helped spreading opinions, ideas and 
possible interventions regarding the issue of blood feud. Thus, we believe they will be central to build 
interactions among citizens and politicians for an effective eradication of the problem.  
Regarding the direct involvement of  local population in the Campaign, it is necessary to underline how 
the monthly demonstrations, which Operazione Colomba has been organising for 5 years, were perfect 
occasions to promote the Campaign and to get Shkodër population to debate the issue.  
Organising such demonstrations in the geographical middle of  the blood feud phenomenon and 
together with the most affected segments of  the population has a multifaceted goal.  
First, to share a nonviolent culture based on respect for human rights thereby creating a positive social 
pressure able to foster values based on virtuous instruments of  conflict resolution, such as 
reconciliation and forgiveness. Second, to support the creation of  an Albanian popular movement for 
the culture of  life, mutual respect and reconciliation (pajtimi). This could be able to make pressure on 
the local institutions for a factual respect and promulgation of  every norm aiming at contrasting the 
blood feud phenomenon. 
In this perspective, during the 12th of June demonstration, people had the opportunity to address their 
suggestions to the election’s candidates about how to overcome the phenomenon or about how to 
implement actions focused on its removal. In this occasion, Operazione Colomba volunteers asked citizens 
to turn directly to the candidates, writing messages and advices on how to stop the blood feud 
phenomenon. Many of them posed for a picture with a placard, reading «I am against blood feud...and 
you?»13.  

                                                 
10 Questions for albanian mayors 

11 The third consignment of the questionnaire 

12 Facebook page of the campaign; Twitter profile of Operazione Colomba also used for the campaign 

13 Demonstration on june 12 2015 

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/category/campaign/post-elections/questions-for-albanian-mayors/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-third-consignment-of-the-questionnaire/
https://www.facebook.com/Nj%C3%AB-Popull-L%C3%ABviz-P%C3%ABr-Paqen-Kund%C3%ABr-Gjakmarrjes-439605682851752/
https://twitter.com/OpColombaApg23
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/demonstration-on-june-12-2015-2/
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We collected over 60 messages14; among them, these are the most significant: 

 to invest in a positive elements culture, such as forgiveness and reconciliation; 

 to give more resources for the development of the education and instruction system; 

 to spread the culture of respect for life; 

 to invest more on social services; 

 to guarantee law enforcement and the strengthening of the rule of law; 

 to give more space to associations, which are involved in the fight against blood feuds; 

 a higher support to all the efforts aiming at fighting corruption inside the judiciary; 

 to invest more in job creation policies and in social well-being; 

 to increasing activities to prevent the phenomenon. 
 
Similar initiatives were proposed during the successive demonstrations15. 
 
 

                                                 
14 Demonstration on june 12 2015 -  messages and advices 

15 Demonstrations 

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/demonstration-on-june-12-2015-messages-and-advices/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/category/demonstrations/
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2. Results: data elaboration 
 

2.1 First stage of the Campaign 
 
The first stage of the Campaign16 closed with only 7 received answers out of 162 sent questionnaires (3 
via Facebook, 3 via post and 1 video-interview). From the 7 candidates (3 men and 4 women), 3 were 
running for the election in the southern area, 3 in the middle area and 1 in the North of Albania.  
The answers’ analysis has showed a different geographical distribution of the phenomenon between 
North and South Albania. Five candidates have declared the phenomenon is not existing in their 
districts, whereas two candidates underlined the presence of the phenomenon in theirs. Specifically, 
Kastriot Gurra (candidate in Librazhd municipality for the Socialist Party of Albania) answered through 
Facebook, highlighting that in that area there is no reported case17. Alma Qatip Golemaj18 (indipendent 
candidate for the Selenicë municipality) answered, via Facebook, acknowledging the importance to fight 
the phenomenon, but also stating that it does not affect Selenicë. Finally, Luiza Mandi 19 (socialist 
candidate for the Libohovë municipality) answered, again via Facebook, admitting she lacked the 
competencies to fill in the questionnaire, as to her knowledge, there is not any single case in her district.  
Diana Mile, candidate for the Socialist Movement for Integration in the Pogradec municipality, 
answered to the questionnaire in an exhaustive manner, declaring the non-existence of blood feud cases 
in her district, although stressing the inadmissibility of the phenomenon at large throughout the country 
and recognising the importance of enforcing the Law 9389/2005, establishing a Coordination Council 
against Blood Feuds20. 
The Christian Democratic Party candidate for Tiranë, Dhimitër Muslia, stated the absence of the 
phenomenon in the capital city and ascribed all recorded cases to people coming from the Northern 
city of Shkodër and Tropojë. However, he also admitted some cases in the surrounding area of Tiranë 
(Kamez). He lastly agreed on the importance of preventing blood feuds, law enforcement and 
collaboration and coordination between the advocated structures21. 
Two candidates highlighted the existence of the phenomenon in their districts: Vullnet Elbasani, 
candidate in the Shkodër municipality for the Democratic Movement for Values, Well-being and 
Progress, and Florian Qama, candidate for the Democratic Party for the Poliçan Municipality. The 
former emphasized how the Shkodër area represents the most affected one, where the highest number 
of families experiencing self-reclusion are living in. According to Elbasani, the phenomenon is to be 
ascribed to the people’s mentality, to the lack of coordination among competent structures, to the 
economic and cultural (instruction) level and to the lack of law enforcement. According to the official 
data presented by Elbasani, 200 families living in the Shkodër area are experiencing situation of self-
reclusion. Consequently he proposed a better coordination between the public administration and the 

                                                 
16 First phase of the campaign: Pre elections. 

17 The answer of the candidate Kastriot Gurrafor the city of Librazhd. 

18 The answer of the candidate Alma Qatip Qolemaj for the city of Selenicë. 

19 The answer of the candidate Luiza Petro Mandi for the city of Libohovë. 

20 The answer of the candidate Diana Thoma Mile for the city of Pogradec. 

21 The answer of the candidate Dhimiter Zef Muslia for the city of Tiranë.  

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/category/campaign/pre-elections/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/kastriot-gurra-ps-3/%23more-449
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/alma-qatip-golemaj-indipendent/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answer-of-the-candidate-luiza-petro-mandi-of-the-party-alliance-for-european-albania-ase-socialist-party-of-albania-ps-for-the-city-of-libohove/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/diana-thoma-mile-lsi-3/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/dhimiter-zef-muslia-pkd-3/
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associations within the context of the Coordination Council, aimed to eradicate the deep causes of the 
phenomenon22. 
Likewise, Florian Qama also recognised the existence and the seriousness of gjakmarrja23 and hakmarrja24 
phenomena in his district. The candidate focused his attention on the negative outcomes brought by 
the phenomenon, specifically with regard to children and minors, who are suffering self-reclusion. He 
recalled the presence, in the Poliçan municipality, of a centre working with affected children on 
educative issues, schooling and police protection. He sees, as a long term solution, the necessity to 
invest more into the schooling function, spreading a peace culture25.  
Almost every candidate who answered the questionnaire in a detailed manner underlies how the 
population perceives the phenomenon in a negative, worrying and intolerable way, convening on the 
necessity to eradicate it in order to continue favouring societal development. Some of them mentioned 
the fact that the Albanian penal code has been modified to impose more severe punishments for the 
crimes related to revenge. 
 
 
2.2 Second stage of the Campaign 
 
Regarding the second stage of the Campaign26, the answers from the elected mayors have been 24 out 
of 61, most of them delivered via post and the rest via email. Among them, one was delivered both via 
email and post. No answer has been received through social network. 10 answers have been written by 
mayors representing administrations belonging to the southern of the Country, 12 to central area of 
Albania and 2 by mayors representing administrations in the northern area of Country. Among the 24 
answers received, 6 have been sent by female candidates and 18 from male candidates. The following 
representatives gave rather telegraphic answers: the mayor of Poliçan from the Socialist Party of 
Albania, Adriatik Zotkaj; the mayor of Skrapar, from the Socialist Movement for Integration, Nesim 
Barjam Spahiu; the mayor of Dropull, from the Democratic Party of Albania, Ahilea Deçka; the mayor 
of Tepelenë from the Socialist Party Of Albania, Tërmet Peçi; the mayor of Pogradec from the 
Democratic Party of Albania, Eduart Kapri; the mayor of Delvinë from the Socialist Movement for 
Integration, Rigels Balili; the mayor of Librazhd from the Socialist Party of Albania, Kastriot Gurra; the 
mayor of Pustec from Alliance Party of Macedonian People for the European Integration, Edmond 
Themelko; the mayor of Kuçovë from the Socialist Movement for Integration, Selfo Kapllani. These 

                                                 
22 The answer of the candidate Vullnet Xhevdet Elbasani for the city of Shkodër 

23 Literally “taking the blood”, see paragraph 1
st
 of the “Descriptive document on the phenomenon of ‘hakmarrja’ and 

‘gjakmarrja’ to raise awareness among Albanian and international institutions edited in October 2014 by Operazione 

Colomba – Nonviolent Peace Corps of the Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII – Komuniteti Papa 

Xhovani XXI and delivered in February-March 2015. 

24 Literally “taking revenge”, see paragraph 1
st
 of the “Descriptive document on the phenomenon of ‘hakmarrja’ and 

‘gjakmarrja’ to raise awareness among Albanian and international institutions edited in October 2014 by Operazione 

Colomba – Nonviolent Peace Corps of the Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII – Komuniteti Papa 

Xhovani XXI and delivered in February-March 2015. 

25 The answer of the candidate Florian Abedin Qama for the city of Poliçan 

26 Second phase of the campaign: Post election 

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/vullnet-xhevdet-elbasani-ldvmg-3/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/florian-abedin-qama-pd-3/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/category/campaign/post-elections/questions-for-albanian-mayors/
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mayors declared the non-existence of the phenomenon or that no case has been denounced or reported 
in the districts they represent27. 
Luiza Mandi, mayor of the Libohovë municipality (who had already answered the questionnaire as 
Socialist candidate during the electoral rally), gave us a further insight as a mayor, highlighting how it is 
necessary not to underestimate conflictual cases between families, often caused by private property 
issues or familiar disagreements28.  
Gëzim Topçiu, mayor of the Maliq municipality for the Socialist Party, although not reporting any 
single case in the city's area, emphasized the necessity to contrast the phenomenon through law 
enforcement and the establishment of an ad hoc body, such as the Coordination Council29.  
Moreover, the mayor of Roskovec from the Socialist Party of Albania, Majlinda Bufi, and the 
representative of Devoll from the Democratic Party of Albania, Bledjon Nallbati, underlined the 
absence of such phenomenon in the areas they represent, emphasizing the necessity to address 
resources for its prevention30. 
The mayors of Himarë, Jorgo Goro, e di Konispol, Shuaip Beqiri, both representatives of the Socialist 
Party of Albania, although stating the current absence of the phenomenon in their areas,  do not 
exclude the eventuality that the phenomenon will take root, especially in relation to a future migration 
of northern Albanian citizens to the South 31. 
Finally, the representatives of the district of Berta, Petrit Sinaj, and of Gramsh, Luljeta Dollani, 
respectively belonging to the Socialist Movement for the Integration and the Socialist Party of Albania, 
emphasised how the public condemnation of the phenomenon from civil society and the cooperation 
among institutions have determined the absence of cases in their represented districts32.  
Mayors of Korça and Patos, respectively Sotiraq Filo and Rajmonda Balilaj, both from the Socialist 
Party of Albania, gave more exhaustive answers, although not reporting cases in their area. They both 
gave us useful indications for the overcoming of the phenomenon, and they offered their availability 
for further cooperation 33 . Among the indications given: to reinforce the trust-link between 
administration and citizen; better law enforcement; to tackle the phenomenon at the national level, with 
the help of experts groups. Regarding the Law 9389/2005 and the Coordination Council, the Mayor of 
Korça highlighted the importance of ad hoc structures to reach the goal, while the Mayor of Patos made 
his administration available to take part in the platform, once established. 
On the other hand, it has been clearly declared the presence of the phenomenon in Shkodër, Fushë-
Arrëz, Ura Vajgurore, Shijak e Peqin. Voltana Ademi, mayor of Shkodër and spokesperson of the 
Democratic Party of Albania, highlighted the existence of the phenomenon and its extent in the 
suburban and urban area, acknowledging that it represents a cultural and social challenge for the local 

                                                 
27 Mayor of Polican Adriatik Zotkaj; Mayor of Skrapar Nesim Bajram Spahiu; Mayor of Dropull Ahilea Deçka; Mayor 

of Tepelenë Termet Peçi; Mayor of Pogradec Eduart Kapri; Mayor of Delvinë Rigels Balili; Mayor of Librazhd 

Kastriot Gurra; Mayor of Pustec Edmond Themelko; Mayor of Kuçovë Selfo Kapllani 

28 The answers of the Mayor of Libohovë Luiza Mandi. 

29 The answers of the Mayor of Maliq, Gëzim Ali Topçiu. 

30 Mayor of Roskovec, Mrs. Majlinda Bufi; Mayor of  Devoll, Bledjon Tomor Nallbati. 

31 Mayor of Himarë, Jorgo Sokrat Goro; Mayor of Konispol, Shuaip Beqiri. 

32 Mayor of Berat, Petrit Sinaj; Mayor of Gramsh, Luljeta Kalem Dollani. 

33 Mayor of Korça, Sotiraq Filo; Mayor of Patos Rajmonda Balilaj. 

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/mayor-answers/#more-2425;
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/mayor-of-skrapars-answer/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/mayor-of-dropulls-answer/#more-2853
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-tepelene-on-blood-feuds-phenomenon/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answer-from-the-mayor-of-pogradec/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answer-from-the-mayor-of-delvine/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answer-from-the-mayor-of-librazhd/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-pustec/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-kucove/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-libohove/#more-2897
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-of-the-mayor-of-maliq-about-blood-feuds-phenomenon/#more-2929
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-roskovec/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-devoll/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-himare/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-konispol-on-the-phenomenon-of-blood-feuds/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-berat/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-gramsh/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/korca-mayor-answers/#more-2492
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/mayor-of-patos-answers/#more-2782
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administration34. The representative of Fushë-Arrëz, Fran Tuci from the Socialist Party of Albania, 
acknowledged the existence of the phenomenon, recalling in particular 6 cases related to the 
phenomenon. He also identifies in the investments in local development, a significant way to overcome 
the phenomenon35. The mayor of Ura Vajgurore, Juliana Memaj from the Socialist Party of Albania,  
undertook a specific study to answer the questionnaire in a competent and in depth way. According to 
her research, although in the past about 20 cases have been related to the phenomenon of blood feud, 
nowadays there is no case reported in her areas. The mayor has admitted that in those areas there is a 
mentality ascribable to the features of the phenomenon. In this sense, the mayor of Ura Vajgurore 
observed that this area may potentially be liable to the phenomenon. The mayor has therefore stressed 
the importance to create specific working groups allowing the institutions to enter in the families 
involved in the phenomenon, in order to study proper strategies to contrast it, starting from getting in 
touch with whom are first suffering its consequences36. The representative of Shjiak, Ardian Kokomani 
from the Socialist Party of Albania, identified the presence of 10-20 cases of blood feuds in the area 
under his coordination, declaring the fruitful cooperation between the State Police, the Prefecture and 
Social Services to fight against this practice37. The mayor of Peqin, Simir Hasalla from the Party for 
Integration and Unity, has underlined the existence of the phenomenon, particularly of hakmarrja38, 
identifying the application of the laws for the coordination between civil society, institutions and Police, 
efficient instrument to restrain the problem39.  
All the mayors and candidates who  contacted the volunteers during the development of the Campaign, 
expressed their appreciation and support for the activities carried on by Operazione Colomba. Particularly, 
support has been given to the implementation of the Law of 2005 for the creation of the Coordination 
Council against blood feuds, as well as the availability for future collaborations.  
 
 

                                                 
34 The answers from the Mayor of Shkoder Voltana Ademi. 

35 The answers from the Mayor of Fushë-Arrëz, Fran Tuçi. 

36 The answers from the Mayor of Ura Vajgurore, Juliana Flamur Memaj. 

37 The answers from the Mayor of Shijak, Ardian Kokomani. 

38 Vd. Note 23 e 24. 

39 The answers of the Mayor of Peqin, Saimir Hasalla 

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-shkoder/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-fushe-arrez/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-ura-vajgurore/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-shijak/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-peqin/
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2.3 The action in the media 
 
Regarding the media diffusion, social networks helped a lot spreading the Campaign and increasing the 
contacts with candidates, mayors and interested citizens. They surely represent the best way to spread 
awareness on the issue, to share ideas and efforts to eradicate it.  
In this perspective, it is necessary to clarify that, besides the 3 answers published on Facebook, there 
were a few other demonstrations of support, not strictly correlated to the questionnaire. With this 
regard, we report two episodes of two male candidates, one from central Albania and the second one 
from the Northern area of the country. The former occurred before the election and involved Erion 
Veliaj, candidate of the Socialist Party of Albania, for Tiranë. The candidate expressed its interest on 
the blood feud phenomenon using Twitter, although not providing any answer to the questionnaire40.  
The latter was a comment published by Dik Rasim Spata, candidate of the Party for the Union for 
Human Rights for Peshkopi (Dibër), on the Campaign’s Facebook page, declaring his commitment to 
fight the phenomenon through the strict application of law, in case of being elected41. 
We surely appreciate such endorsement and support demonstration, although it can be questionable 
whether similar comments represent simple electoral communication or factual commitments. 
 
 

2.4 Considerations on the results 
 
First of all, we notice a very low response-rate – both from election candidates and from elected 
mayors. The fact that before the first phase of the Campaign only 7 answers out of 162 sent 
questionnaire, were received, represents per se a relevant finding. In the second phase of the Campaign 
the answers were initially 8 and, only after the third reminder, we got 16 more, for a total of 24 answers 
from the mayors, out of 61.  
Operazione Colomba’s volunteers drew a twofold interpretation of such scarceness: on the one hand, it 
can suggest a low level of interest in the issue; on the other, the difficulty to comprehend how to deal 
with it, how to solve and eradicate the blood feud phenomenon.  
Looking at the geographical distribution of answers, it is remarkable that most of the answers came 
from candidates or mayors from the central and southern area of the country. From the data collected, 
it seems that the phenomenon is not widespread in the south and although it exists in the central area it 
is not much practised. One could reasonably think, that the answer to the questionnaire from 
candidates from the southern and central area has been facilitated by the presumed absence distribution 
of the phenomenon in those areas. It is also necessary to underline that some mayors have pointed out 
the presence, in their districts, of the typical mentality of the phenomenon and have considered its 
dangerous nature.    
By recognising the diffusion of the phenomenon in the northern part of the country, it is important to 
stress that only two candidates from this area answered the questions and that, the answer from the 

                                                 
40 Erion Veliaj 

41 The answer of the candidate Dik Rasim Spata for the city of Peshkopi (Diber) 

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/a-candidate-for-tirane-pays-attention-to-our-campaign-2/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/dik-rasim-spata-pbdnj-3/
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mayor of Shkodër, considered one of the most affected zone by the phenomenon of blood feud42, was 
received only after several reminders43. 
Some other considerations can be derived by comparing data between the two different stages of the 
Campaign. We report a sharp increase of answers received in the second phase of the Campaign. In 
fact, by comparing the data we find in the first phase, the proportion between number of answers on 
the total number of candidates involved has been 7 out of 162 (7/162= 0,042), whereas in the second 
phase the proportion has been 24 out of 61 (24/61= 0,393). Therefore, in the first phase of the 
Campaign the answers represented the 4,32%; while in the second phase the answers represented the 
39,34%. This increase has been interpreted in two ways.   
Firstly, we notice a higher undertaking of responsibility towards the fight against the phenomenon, due 
to the city mayor’s higher visibility and more defined power. This hypothesis could be also supported 
by the way in which the candidates have answered the questionnaire, before and after the election: 
social networks have been used only in the first stage of the Campaign, while in the after-election stage 
this channel stayed silent. Analysing the double answer of Mrs. Mandi, Mayor of Libohovë is 
explicative: acting as a candidate, she gave an approximate answer via Facebook44, while acting in her 
power as a Mayor, she decided to go more into detail45.  
Secondly, the majority of the answers was delivered after Operazione Colomba sent the third reminder 
in which it was explained that the results would be sent to all national authorities (such as the President 
of the Republic, the Prime Minister, the Ministers, members of the Parliament, the Ombudsman) and 
to international institutions (European Union, Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
the Council for Human Rights of the United Nations in Geneva)46. Therefore it is possible to infer that 
the supervision from external organisations and national authorities have worked as catalyst in the 
participation of the event. 
Comparing the two Campaign’s stages, we must underline the strong discrepancy between the answer 
given by Florian Qama, candidate for the Democratic Party for the Poliçan municipality, and the one 
given by Adriatik Zotkaj, newly elected Poliçan Mayor: the first one clearly highlighted the diffusion of 
both gjakmarrja and hakmarrja47 phenomena in the municipality, while the second one declared the non-
existence of the phenomenon in the same area48. 
Another important consideration can be done analysing the submitted answers. Those who admitted 
the existence of the phenomenon focused particularly on the problem of self-reclusion of children and 
families 49 . In the second phase of the Campaign, a few mayors’ answers underlined how the 

                                                 
42 Vd. Nota 3. 

43 Reminder to the Mayor of Shkoder Mrs Voltana Ademi and her replies. 

44 The answer of the candidate Luiza Petro Mandi for the city of Libohovë  

45 The answers from the Mayor of Libohovë Luiza Petro Mandi. 
46 The third consignment of the questionnaire 

47 See paragraph 2.1 of the report; The answer of the candidate Florian Abedin Qama for the city of Poliçan. 

48 The answers from the Mayor of Poliçan, Adriatik Zotkaj. 

49 See paragraph 1st of the “Descriptive document on the phenomenon of ‘hakmarrja’ and ‘gjakmarrja’ to raise 

awareness among Albanian and international institutions edited in October 2014 by Operazione Colomba – 

Nonviolent Peace Corps of the Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII – Komuniteti Papa Xhovani XXI and 

delivered in February-March 2015 

http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/it/lopinione-di-keti-bazhdari-candidata-del-partito-socialista-per-il-comune-di-scutari-sul-fenomeno-della-vendetta-di-sangue-durante-unintervista/#more-1547
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/no-response-from-the-mayor-of-shkoder/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-shkoder/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answer-of-the-candidate-luiza-petro-mandi-of-the-party-alliance-for-european-albania-ase-socialist-party-of-albania-ps-for-the-city-of-libohove/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-answers-from-the-mayor-of-libohove/#more-2897
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/the-third-consignment-of-the-questionnaire/
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/florian-abedin-qama-pd-3/#more-603
http://www.operazionecolomba.it/njepopullkundergjakmarrje/en/mayor-answers/#more-2425
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phenomenon is deeply-rooted, also due to the mentality it originates from, and therefore, the necessity 
of a multidimensional approach from the institutions and civil society.      
Regarding this, the experience gained by Operazione Colomba in 5 years of nonviolent intervention on the 
matter shows the complexity of the phenomenon, which can affect a whole family for several 
generations, completely changing its life conditions. Given that it originates from a series of causes – as 
the lack of law enforcement and of certainty of punishment, the people’s mentality, the lack of 
coordination among competent structures, the economic, instruction and cultural level of the families – 
it has to be tackled from all possible angles. For example, the attention dedicated by the society and 
institutions to the family that suffered loss needs to be at least commensurate with the attention given 
to those who risk their safety because of the crime committed by their relatives. Nevertheless, the 
contact with those who lost a family member and the chance to direct their anger and suffering in a 
nonviolent way, facilitates the prevention of further acts of revenge, lowering the level of tension 
between the parties. 
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3. Conclusions: the commitment to fight the phenomenon and future 
perspectives 
 
The 2015 awareness-raising Campaign represented a further step from the previous awareness raising 
activity on national scale in the previous years and aimed at building and facilitating the collaboration 
between the competent agencies in order to undertake concrete actions for the fight against the 
phenomenon. Therefore it results important the idea to keep on with the advocacy work in order to 
influence public policies related to the fight against the problem. In this perspective, the third question 
of the questionnaire had a crucial importance to push institutions to implement the law n. 9389 dated 
4/5/2005, aimed at creating the Council of Coordination for the fight against blood feuds, as foreseen 

in the European Parliament Resolution, dated the 30th April 2015
50.

 
Through the Campaign we tried to create a positive pressure to foster local authorities to commit 
themselves to conducting virtuous strategies that could support the removal of the phenomenon. The 
initiative did not stop with the Campaign’s deadline, but we continued working with every institution 
and city mayor (in particular with those who did not answer or did not report any case), by sharing 
information on every recorded gjakmarrja51 and hakmarrja52 case occurred in their municipality.  
By sharing recorded data with competent institutions, Operazione Colomba aims to make them feel 
responsible and to establish a direct link to the affected families, in order to close the gap between them 
and the institutions that needs not to be underestimate. Citizens often avoid to report cases of revenge 
to the authorities, and so these are not recorded by competent institutions.  
The lack of denunciations of blood feud cases by the citizens, and the lack of their record, does not 
imply that the phenomenon does not exist, but it emphasizes a new urgent request to create 
constructive solutions to re-establish trust between citizenship and local administrations, as a necessary 
element to solve the problem. Therefore we advise to keep following the website of the Campaign, in 

sight of further updates and the realisation of future activities
53.

 
The event officially closed on September 30th 2015 and this analysis will be send to: all Albanian public 
and religious institutions, at a national and local level; the main international and European 
organisations; to the most important representatives of foreign Countries in Albania, such as Embassies.  
Operazione Colomba reconfirms trustworthy its availability to cooperate with institutions and the civil 
society actors to build up a long term strategy, aiming at the elimination of the blood feud phenomenon. 

                                                 
50 Vd. European Parliament resolution of 30 April 2015 on the 2014 Progress Report on Albania, paragraph 23, pg. 28. 

51 See note 23. 

52 See note 24. 

53 www.kundergjakmarrjes.org  

http://www.kundergjakmarrjes.org/
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ANNEX 
 

Questions for mayoral candidates of Albania 
 

1. What is the spread of the blood feud phenomenon in the area where you are a candidate? 

 How is the phenomenon perceived by the population? 

 How many cases of blood feud are there in the municipality/district where you are a candidate? 

 Is there any collaboration between the local administration and the other organizations in the 
territory where you are candidate? 

 
2. Specifically, if you were elected at the end of these administrative elections, which concrete steps 

would you do for the complete eradication of the blood feud phenomenon, referring particularly to 
the territory of your town/district? 

 
3. In 2005 Law no. 9389 of May 4th 2005 was emanated but it has not been applied so far because of 

the lack of the implementing acts by the Executive. What do you plan on doing to ask the Albanian 
Executive to apply this legal instrument? 

 
 
 

Questions for Albanian Mayors 
 
 

 What is the spread of the blood feud phenomenon in the area where you are the mayor? 

 How is the phenomenon perceived by the population? 

 How many cases of blood feud are there in the municipality/district where you are the mayor? 

 Is there any collaboration between the local administration and the other organizations in the 
territory where you are the mayor? 

 

 Specifically, which concrete steps would you take for the complete eradication of the blood feud 
phenomenon, referring particularly to the territory of the town/district where you are the mayor? 

 

 In 2005 Law no. 9389 of May 4th 2005 was emanated but it has not been applied so far because of 
the lack of the implementing acts by the Executive. What do you plan on doing to ask the Albanian 
Executive to apply this legal instrument? 

 


