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INTRODUCTION
The school in At-Tuwani provides education for Palestinian children from the village of AtTuwani and from neighboring villages for levels 1-12.
From 2001, Israeli settlers from Havat Ma’on began repeatedly attacking Palestinian
children from Tuba and Maghayir al-Abeed village on the way to and from school,
preventing almost all of them from attending school and forcing the few children capable to
take a long and rough path. In 2004, volunteers from Operation Dove and Christian
Peacemaker Teams (CPT) began accompanying the children along the shortest route, but
the violent attacks suffered by the children and now the volunteers themselves made this
solution impractical. These attacks were brought to the attention of the Children Rights
Committee of Israel's Knesset, which in November 2004 established a military escort to
protect the children. From that day Operation Dove have constantly monitored the military
escort, documenting failures of the Israeli army and ongoing settler violence toward the
children.
According to the initial agreement between the Israeli DCO and the mayor of At-Tuwani,
the children of Tuba and Maghayir al-Abeed and the military escort must use the shortest
route to reach the school in At-Tuwani.
The shortest route (about 2.5 km) is the road that passes between the Israeli settlement of
Ma’on and the outpost of Havat Ma'on. This road is the main road, a public road, and the
only viable road between the villages of Tuba and At-Tuwani. For decades Palestinians
used this road to travel to At-Tuwani and the nearby city of Yatta, the main economic hub
for the region and the location of critical services such as hospitals, secondary schools,
and public administration offices. This main road is a vital passageway for those traveling
by foot or by donkey, as well as tractors and cars transporting goods and people between
Yatta and the villages of eastern Massafer Yatta.
In 1982, the settlement of Ma’on was built on one side of the main road, and in 2001, the
outpost of Havat Ma'on was built on the other side of the road. In the late 1990s,
Palestinians using the main road (and other land nearby) increasingly came under attack
from violent settlers. Israeli authorities failed to intervene and stop settler violence against
Palestinians. Settler violence eventually became so intense that it deterred Palestinians
from using the main road and accessing their lands in this area.
By 2003, Palestinians stopped using the main road completely. Meanwhile, settlers from
Ma'on fenced off private Palestinian lands by the road and currently cultivate fruit orchards,
vegetable fields and greenhouses on these lands. Thus, settlers use physical violence,
land expropriation and illegal development as tactics to increase their land claims.
The use of the main road by settlers is legally problematic. Despite this fact, settlers
continue to control the road and develop the surrounding areas.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Instances of settler aggression reveal significant Israeli military negligence in conducting
the escort. Many times settler aggression has occurred when the escort was late and
children had to wait or walk alone in risky areas. At other times, the aggression took place
during the escort, as soldiers refused to walk with the children or to get out of the jeep
when problems occurred.
Given the ongoing history of settler attacks and violence toward the school children, the
mere presence of settlers along the route to school is enough to raise anxiety and alarm in
the children, especially when and where the soldiers choose not to walk with them.

Palestinian children from the village of Tuba Maghayir al-Abeed on their way to school, escorted by Israeli army jeep.

The military escort
The children's usual route to school takes 20-30 minutes to walk after gathering at the
western edge of Tuba. From the gathering point in Tuba, the children walk approximately
ten minutes to the eastern end of a pair of chicken barns built by Ma'on settlers in 2006 on
top of the Palestinian road that runs between Tuba and At-Tuwani. This location by the
barns should be the point where the military escort meets the children — and it is where
the children often must wait for the escort to arrive. However, since 2008, the jeep and
soldiers habitually have met the children at the western end of the chicken barns or,
increasingly, at a junction in the road on the hill above the barns. This means that, in
addition to their waiting time near the barns, the children also have an unescorted five…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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minute walk past the barns, in an area where settlers may be present and have attacked
or frightened the children several times
After meeting the escort, the children walk accompanied for about ten minutes as the road
passes between Ma'on settlement on the right and Havat Ma'on outpost on the left. At the
point where Palestinian land is still cultivated by Palestinians (rather than being claimed
and cultivated by settlers), the escort leaves the children, who then walk through the
village of At-Tuwani to school. In the afternoon, the children and escort follow the same
route in reverse. Operation Dove volunteers observe the escort from both the Tuba side
and the At-Tuwani side in order to monitor how it is proceeding, to gather data and
document any irregularities, and to intervene in case of problems.
In several cases during the school year, the Israeli military either did not arrive for the
escort or arrived so late that the children had already decided to walk alone.
If the children do not feel safe enough to walk their usual direct route they can decide in
alternative to take a longer footpath which runs around the outside of the illegal outpost of
Havat Ma’on. This longer path takes between 45 minutes and one hour, and is extremely
difficult, especially for the youngest children. Even on this longer path the children are
vulnerable to violence and harassment from settlers.

Palestinian children and Operation Dove volunteers in the At-Tuwani meeting point with the army. In the background Ma’on settlement.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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The dangerous road
The road between the villages of Tuba and At-Tuwani. Children’s route to school and
places of attack:

A
B
C
D
E
F
A-B
B-C-D
D-E
A-F
D-G
A-E

Place where children from Tuba wait for the children from Maghayir al-Abeed
Place where children generally wait for the military escort in the morning
(east end of chicken barns) and agreed upon place to start and conclude the
military escort
Automatic gate erected by settlers in 2008
Junction where military escort often stops (either to wait for the children in the
morning, or to end the escort after school)
Settler gate (built in 2006, now left open) where the military escort leaves the
children in the morning and meets the children in the afternoon
School in At-Tuwani
Section where children walk unescorted
Section where children have been walking unescorted because of military
escort noncompliance
Section where military escort accompanies the children
Longer, alternative trails children take when there is no military escort
Escort route used during the 2004-05 and part of 2005-06 school years
Main road from Tuba to At-Tuwani

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Legal Framework
The school children of the South Hebron hills are routinely denied basic rights. The
circumstances of their journeys to and from school are a flagrant violation of international
law.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), ratified by Israel in 1991, specifies
children’s rights. In 2002, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) affirmed
“the responsibility of the State party for the implementation of the Convention in the
occupied Palestinian territories.”
The following excerpts from that convention indicate violations of the rights of the children
attending school in At-Tuwani.
From Article 2:
1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to
each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the
child's or his or her parent's or legal guardian's race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other
status.
From Article 19:
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and
educational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence,
injury or abuse…
From Article 28:
1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and...in particular:
(a) Make primary education compulsory and available free to all; ....
(e) Take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction of dropout rates.
From Article 38:
4. In accordance with their obligations under international humanitarian law to protect the
civilian population in armed conflicts, States Parties shall take all feasible measures to
ensure protection and care of children who are affected by an armed conflict.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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DETAILS OF THE 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR
(Period: 2018/09/02 – 2019/06/26)
During the 2018-19 school year, an average of 7 children, from Tuba and Maghayir AlAbeed villages went to and from school each day with the military escort. In a total of 352
cases of the children’s trips to and from school (176 school days), Operation Dove
volunteers were present in 190 cases, the 54% of the total mount of the trips, 93 in the
morning and 97 in the afternoon.

Military escort delays
Even with a military escort the walk between home and school remains difficult for the
children of Tuba and Maghayir al Abeed. During the 2018-19 school year, in the morning,
the escort arrived late (more than five minutes) 32 times out of a total of 89 monitored
cases. As a result the children missed a total of 9 hours of school (575 minutes).

Minutes late

Number of cases

% total monitored cases

0-5

57

64,0%

6-15

15

16,9%

16-30

13

14,6%

31-45

4

4,5%

Total

89

100%

Operation Dove volunteers reported an even greater incidence of late arrival by the escort
in the afternoon, forcing the children to arrive home late and to lose their free time waiting.
On 71 out of 81 monitored cases the children were forced to wait in At-Tuwani after school
for the arrival of the escort. They waited for a total of more than 37 hours (2253 minutes).

Minutes late

Number of cases

% total monitored cases

0-5

20

24,7%

6-15

22

27,2%

16-30

16

19,8%

31-45

10

12,3%

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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46-60

7

8,6%

61-75

1

1,2%

>120

1

1,2%

Children walked alone

4

4,9%

Total

81

100%

The meeting points with the military escort, for both the morning and the afternoon walk,
are very close to the illegal outpost of Havat Ma’on, and as a result, when the escort is
late, the children must wait where they are vulnerable to settler violence and harassment.
During the 2018-19 school year the children waited for the escort at these dangerous
meeting points for a total of 47 hours.
In 70 cases Operation Dove volunteers made phone calls, mostly to the Israeli army base,
Israeli lawyers and local DCL office, for a total of more than 200.

Palestinian schoolchildren wait the military escort beside Ma’on settlement’s cherry orchard.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Military escort absences
During the 2018-2019 school year, in the cases monitored, the military escort failed to
arrive on 9 occasions, 5 in the morning and 4 times in the afternoon. These incidents
constitute extremely serious failures on the part of the escort to adequately protect the
children. The children cannot use the road safely without the presence of the soldiers, due
to the danger of settler attacks. In most of these cases the Israeli soldiers gave no
reasonable explanation for their failure to meet the children, either to Operation Dove
volunteers or to the children themselves.

Military escort misconducts
Even when the military escort does arrive, the soldiers often fail to provide adequate
protection to the children. In contravention of the agreement between the Israeli Civil
Administration (DCO) and the mayor of At-Tuwani, Israeli soldiers often do not walk with
the children during the escort, even when asked by Operation Dove volunteers to do so.
On 73% of the trips made by the children with the escort during the school year (138 of
189 monitored trips) the soldiers remained in the jeep and did not walk with the children as
they passed between the settlement and the illegal outpost.

One Israeli soldier walks with the Palestinian children during the military escort in the afternoon.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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The soldiers charged with escorting the children also frequently fail to complete the escort,
either forcing the children to meet them closer to the outpost that the agreed-upon meeting
point, or leaving the children before they reach the end of their walk. This forces the
children to travel a portion of the road near the illegal outpost unprotected. On 55% of the
monitored trips made by the children with the escort (104 of 189 total trips) the soldiers
failed to escort the children for the full agreed-upon distance.
When the military escort fails to arrive on time, when the soldiers fail to walk with the
children, and when the escort fails to accompany the children for their entire walk, the
soldiers not only fail to protect the children, but actually place the children whom they are
charged with protecting in dangerous situations.

Soldier harassment
Throughout the school year, Operation Dove volunteers documented 2 cases when Israeli
soldiers harassed the Palestinian volunteers who were monitoring with Operation Dove
volunteers the military escort.
On April 9, after the end of the school, two Israeli soldiers tried to push away from the At
Tuwani’s meeting point Palestinian activists and Operation Dove volunteers who were
monitoring the school run.
On June 26, at 11:20 AM, an Israeli army car (#281686) arrived in At-Tuwani Palestinian
village, for escorting the Palestinian schoolchildren. Three soldiers went out from the jeep
and ordered a Palestinian activist to leave immediately the spot, threatening to not
accompany the children. After few minutes of discussion, the Israeli Army decided to
escort the children, but three soldiers remained at the meeting point with the Palestinian
activist and the Operation Dove volunteers. The Israeli soldiers left the spot at around 12
PM.

Settler aggression
During 2018-19 Operation Dove volunteers documented 6 cases of settler aggression
directed against the children during the journey to or from school. These cases include a
variety of actions from the settlers: shouting, chasing or driving at the children, blocking the
children's path and approaching the children openly armed.
The 6 cases of settler aggression span the 2018-19 school year and are briefly detailed in
the following paragraphs.
On September 9, in the morning, the Israeli army did not show up. Operation Dove
volunteers walked until the meeting point for reaching the schoolchildren that were waiting
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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there almost 40 minutes. Once arrived on the spot, one Israeli settler coming from the
outpost of Havat Ma’on stopped with his car at the beginning of the road trying to impede
the children and the volunteers to walk back to the school. The Palestinian children did not
stop their walk. The settler followed the children first walking and then with his car. The
settler tried to stop the children a second time, driving the car in front of the children to
stop the group. Finally the Israeli soldiers arrived at 8:19 AM when the children were
almost at the end of the path. The Israeli soldiers managed to stop the settler, letting the
children arrive at school.

Israeli settler’s car cuts the road to the Palestinian children during their walk to school. The Israeli soldiers
in the military truck in the background are too far to prevent the aggression (September 9, 2018).

On September 12, in the morning, the Israeli army arrived 40 minutes late at the meeting
point with the Palestinian schoolchildren. While the children were waiting the soldiers, an
Israeli settler coming from Havat Ma’on outpost started to shout against them. The settler
entered in a car that drove close to the children few minutes later and then she left. After a
while another Israeli settler arrived on the spot with his car, stopped the car, got out and
walked towards the children, shouting against them. The Palestinian children, very scared,
decided to run back toward Tuba village. They waited there for 10 minutes and then they
went back to the meeting point once the settler left. At about 8.10 AM the Israeli military
escort arrived.
On January 31, an Israeli settler from the illegal outpost of Havat Ma’on followed the
Palestinian schoolchildren, before they reached the Israeli chicken barns, as they were
returning to Tuba village after school. The settler threatened the children, shouting at them
to get off the road. The children ran from the settler. The Israeli soldiers tasked with safely
escorting the children past the outpost were present but did nothing to prevent the settler
from threatening the children and preventing them from using the road.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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On February 10, at about 7:45 AM, an Israeli settler’s car arrived from the upper part of
the road connecting the Palestinian villages of Tuba and At Tuwani and stopped in front of
two Palestinians who were walking in the opposite direction towards the Palestinian
schoolchildren of Tuba village, who were walking on their way to school in At-Tuwani
village. The schoolchildren were walking without a military escort because the escort had
failed to arrive. The settler blocked the road and told the two Palestinians to go away while
he took videos and pictures. The Israeli army escort arrived late and the caught up with the
children at about 7:54 AM. When the soldiers arrived the settler parked on the side of the
road and the two Palestinians went back to the adjacent hill. The settler tried to convince
the soldiers to do something about act that adult Palestinians had walked on the road in
order to escort the children in the absence of the military escort, but the soldiers refused.
The settler eventually left at about 8 AM. The children continued to school with the escort.
On March 7, at about 2 PM, 9 Palestinian schoolchildren from the village of Tuba were
waiting for the Israeli army to escort them back home from the village of Tuwani. They
were accompanied by two other Palestinian youngsters from the nearby village. The Israeli
Army did not show up and two Israeli settlers working the land in the illegal outpost of
Havat Ma’on scared the children shouting at them from the other side of the fence. They
had to be escorted by Operation Dove volunteers who had called the Israeli Army
numerous times.
On May 16, at 12 PM, a Israeli settler from the Israeli illegal outpost of Havat Ma’on
prevented 6 Palestinian children from walking through the Palestinian road that connects
the Palestinian villages of At Tuwani and Tuba. The Israeli settler stopped the children and
yelled to them that they could not use that road without the Israeli military escort. The
children had to walk back to the beginning of the road until an Israeli army car (#281686)
arrived and escorted them through the road at 12:23 PM.

Israeli settler from Havat Ma’on outpost prevents the children from using the road without soldiers who were late (May 16, 2019).

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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OTHER SCHOOLS IN THE
SOUTH HEBRON HILLS AREA

Khallet Atthaba village, Massafer Yatta
Khallet Atthaba is a tiny Palestinian village in the Massafer Yatta area, inside the so called
“Firing Zone 918”. The life in the village is very difficult without running water and electricity
and the prohibition of building without the permit of the Israeli Civil Administration. The
road that leads to the village of At Tuwani and the city of Yatta is unpaved and reaching a
school, health clinic or a shop is not easy at all. The village has along story of demolitions:
houses, water wells and hundreds of olive trees have been destroyed by the Israeli forces
in the last years. On 2018 the local community decided to organized a school for the
children of the village.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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On July 11, 2018 at around 8:30 AM an Israeli military convoy arrived in the Palestinian
village of Khallet Attabha to demolish two structures which constituted the local school. At
around 9 AM, the Israeli army declared the area “closed military area”, without showing
any official paper testifying it, and physically pushed the Palestinians and internationals
away from the school. Then the Israeli DCO proceeded with the dismantlement of the
school. Throughout the whole works, the level of tension between the Palestinians and the
Israeli forces was very high; the latter used force against Palestinian adults and minors
and threw sound bombs to disperse the crowd, which wounded two Palestinian kids who
were then assisted by paramedics. The demolition finished at around 12 PM. The
Palestinians tried to stop the confiscation by standing in front of the trucks that were taking
away the two structures but the Israeli forces brutally broke them up.

Palestinian children stand in front of the demolition of the school in Khallet Atthaba village (July 11, 2018).

After the demolition the community of Khallet Atthaba tried to rebuild the school. Israeli
Civil Administration delivered demolition orders on November 5, 2018 and January 30,
2019.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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As Simiya village, As Samu'
On December 5, 2018, at around 9:50 AM, an Israeli military convoy reached the
Palestinian village of As Simiya, located some kilometers north-west of As Samu’ town.
Israeli armed forces dismantled and confiscated the local elementary school, the AlTahaddi 13 School, recently built and ready to be opened in some days. The Israeli army
seized the seven mobile class rooms that served around 50 Palestinian student.

Palestinian students of Al-Tahaddi 13 School after the confiscation of the mobile class rooms (December 2018) .

The Palestinian students continued their lessons under tends but a week later the Israeli
army came in the night to seized further equipment and building materials. On March
2019, Israeli forces returned to the site of the school to destroy the ground and close the
access road in attempt to prevent Palestinians from rebuilding the school.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
18

